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SPIRITUAL STUDIES IN 
ST. JOHN'S GOSPEL 

VOLUME VIL 

CLXIX. 

"Jetut therefore, knowing all things that should 
come upon Hlm» wont forth, and aald unto them. 
Whom took ye? They anawored Him, Jesus of 
Nazareth. Jesus saith unto them» i am He. And 
Judas also» which betrayed Him, stood with them. 
As soon then as He had said unto them, I am He, 
they went backward, and fell to the ground." — St. 
John xviii. 4-6. 

Exposition. — Isaac Williams says : **This go- 
ing forth to meet them seems to imply that 
readiness to be offered up which He had so often 
evinced. Thus, when advancing to Jerusalem 
for the last time, it is said that He went before 
them with such stedfastness setting His face 
towards Jerusalem, that they were amazed and 
alarmed in following Him. — So now, when in 
accordance with this, He goes forth to meet 
them, in calm and heavenly meekness indeed, 
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as a lamb to the slaughter^ but with more than 
martyr^s courage. So wonderfully do the two 
circumstances seem to coincide and run parallel 
throughout, that of our Lord^s freely and spon- 
taneously submitting Himself to death, as the 
great High Priest Who offered up Himself 
as a perfect Sacrifice ; and that of His enemies, 
all tiding a part in His death, and laying their 
hands as it were on the head of the Victim. To 
His question. Whom seek yef they reply Jesus 
of Nazareth, Jesus saith unto them, I am He 
(or / am.) And Judas, who betrayed Him, 
stood among them. When therefore He said un* 
to them, I am He, they went backward and fell 
to the ground. They spoke of Him by that most 
blessed but most dreadful !N'ame, at which every 
knee shall bow, of things in heaven, and things 
in earth. The prophet and the historian de- 
scribe our Lord^s enemies, and His own resig- 
nation and courage, in much the same charac- 
ters. When the wicked, even mine enemies and 
my foes, came upon me to eat up my flesh, they 
stumbled and fell. Though an host of men were 
laid against me, yet shall not my heart be afraid. 
By this circumstance they might have perceived 
that they had no power to apprehend Him, if 
He were not a willing captive; for even when 
He was present before their eyes, they could not 
know nor acknowledge Him. As St. Chrysos- 
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torn observes^ 'He first sets before them every 
thing that might be the means of reclaiming 
them^ that it might not be supposed that He 
tempted them on to His destruction.' And this 
is but a visible type of what He does daily in 
His moral providence with us; He warns, and 
shows indications of His power, but leaves men 
to their own free will. Nay, by His inscrutable 
and adorable mercy. He casts men to the 
ground; but they aclmowledge Him not in His 
judgments, and attribute their fall to accident 
and not to His invisible power, and arise and 
proceed with their designs against Him. In 
another sense also it is symbolical, for that 
which was then fulfilled in the letter is fulfilled 
in the figure also; for from that hour to this, 
our Lord in His Gospel seems to be saying to 
the Jews, / am He. 'But,' adds St. Augustine, 
'It is Antichrist that is expected by the Jews, so 
that they go backward and fall to the ground, 
for they are deserting things heavenly, and de- 
siring things earthly.' St. Cyril of Alexandria 
observes the same mystical figure: 'What here 
happens in part,' he says, 'to those who came for 
His apprehension, is a sign of the fall of the 
whole Jewish nation. Whence the prophet 
Jeremiah laments the Jews, saying. The house 
of Israel hath fallen, who shall raise it up f The 
occurrence also may be an image of a necessary 
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consequence; for it teaches the utter and entire 
fall and prostration of those who meditate evil 
against Christ/^ 

First Thought. — It was a very mixed com- 
pany which Judas led that Maundy Thursday 
night against the Master, soldiers of the Soman 
guard, priests and elders, servants of the high 
priest, and probably not a few curious men of 
Jerusalem who wished to see what would take 
place. So the children of this world are a mixed 
company, only at one in this, that they are the 
enemies of Christ's religion, and would destroy 
it. Very likely many of them would not avow 
themselves personal enemies of our Lord; it is 
rather the fashion in the world to-day to patron- 
ize Him, to point out very learnedly how la- 
mentably modem Christianity has departed 
from His spirit. He does not avoid His ene- 
mies; He does not seek to escape them in the 
darkness of the olive garden, but goes boldly 
forth demanding, "Whom seek ye?*' So we may 
believe that at some time He forces that issue 
home upon every soul of man, which has ever 
known of Himself. He will not suffer any one 
to take shelter in the plea that the foe he fights 
is not the Master, but the Master^s religion as 
taught by the Church. The soul is compelled, 
sooner or later, though it may be not until the 
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very hour of death, to admit its hostility to 
Christ Himself, for He will not be separated 
from His Church. Sooner or later every knee 
must bow before Him ; every one must go back- 
ward and fall to the ground when that majestic, 
^^I am He/' sounds in his ears. No one who has 
ever heard the Gospel story will be able to plead 
ignorance of the Master's right to his obedience 
in the day of judgment. 

It is in the company of such enemies of the 
Master that the believer finds himself when he 
has lapsed into mortal sin, and is continuing in 
it unrepentant. Our Lord does not easily let 
His children go. It is certain that He meets 
such impenitent ones in His own fashion, in the 
deep places of the soul demanding of them, 
*T\Tiom seek ye ?" They are forced to admit to 
themselves that they are crucifying the Son of 
God afresh, and putting Him to an open shame. 
He continues in His own moving fashion, ^^I am 
He," it is as when He showed to St. Thomas 
His hands and His side. ^^They shall look on 
Him Whom they pierced," and this in His in- 
finite mercy before it is too late for salvation in 
the case of the sinner. It was surely so with 
Judas that very night. Doubtless he too was 
forced to go backward and fall to the ground. 
Alas, in his case, he stumbled not to rise to re- 
pentance ; nevertheless it was to give him oppor- 
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tunity to repent that the Lord caused him to 
fall. Happy the sinner who lays his falls to 
heart, and is moved by them to cry for mercy 
before it is too late. 

Second Thotight. — There were doubtless 
many in Judas's company that night who felt 
no active hostility to the Master : they did not 
believe in Him however, they thought His 
teaching and system fanatical and impossible, 
and they were quite willing to have Him put out 
of the way. So there are in the world to-day 
many nominal believers in Christ, people who 
have professed allegiance to Him, who would 
perhaps indignantly deny that they were His 
enemies, yet who are found allied with the chil- 
dren of this world in seeking His destruction. 
That does not seem possible; nevertheless one 
sees on every side nominal Christians who have 
cast off all the hardness and self-denial of the 
cross, repudiating that as not a part of the true 
Gospel at all. They are full of this world and 
its matters — ^you could not by any stretch of the 
imagination fancy them to be "not of the 
world,'^ as our Lord said of His followers. They 
willingly tolerate the lusts of the flesh, save in 
their grosser forms of indulgence, being easy- 
going, luxurious, unrestrained in their lives, in- 
deed making a point of cultivating ease and 
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pleasure to the utmost. As for pride they do 
not even admit it to be a sin: the notion of 
humility, self-abasement, meekness, is positively 
repugnant to them; it is against every senti- 
ment of that nobility of character which is their 
ideal. 

No doubt there were souls of this type in Ju- 
das's company that night. It is certain there 
are many such in the Church to-day. Our Lord 
finds His own way of asking of them every one, 
**Whom seek ye?" He forces them to see that 
they are coming to Him as His enemies. ^^I am 
He," He says : I am the Lord, calling for un- 
worldliness, for deadly battle with sensuality, 
for the stem beating down of every form of 
pride in my disciples. The easy-going, self-in- 
dulgent believer is stopped as with a blow, when 
the truth is thus perceived; he goes backward 
and falls to the ground ; let us hope to rise up 
to follow in humility the Master Whom he had 
unwittingly pursued as a foe. 

Third Thought. — One likes to think there 
may have been a few at least in Judas^s band 
who stumbled that night when the Master said, 
"I am He," that they might rise again to salva- 
tion. It is certain that in the Church there are 
to be found many penitents moved to deepest 
contrition by His gracious dealing with them. 
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The true penitent thinks of himself as the ene- 
my of the Master : he looks upon himself as in 
the company of those who are seeking His life ; 
and indeed that is what wilful sin means^ so 
long as it is continued in. To such true peni- 
tents He comes forth in His own loving way, 
saying, very gently, "Whom seek yel^^ They 
know there is but one answer to that : He Whom 
they have been seeking in their sin, as if He 
were in very truth an enemy, is the Master 
Christ. All that He is, all that He ought to be 
to them, they recall to mind, and remorse fills 
their hearts. How could one sin so against such 
a Lord! But His reply "I am He" reveals to 
the penitent something not yet realized concern- 
ing Him ; the infinite wealth of His compassion 
for contrite ones, the immensity of His love for 
His elect when they cry to Him in their hearts 
for mercy. The overwhelming of that love 
means for the penitent the going backward of 
frankest confession, the falling to the ground of 
profoundest self-abasement; but these in turn 
mean the full restoration of the penitent to love 
and to favour. 



CLXX. 

**Th%n ask^d H« them again, Whom taak ya? 
And they aaid, Jesus of Nazareth. Jesus answered, 
I have told you that I am He: if therefore ye seek 
me, let these go their way: that the saying might 
be fulfilled, which He spake. Of them which Thou 
gavest me have I lost none." — St. Jolm xviii. 7-9. 

Exposition, — Isaac Williams says : "It may 
be asked what apparent reason was there for our 
Lord's thus exercising His divine power, as He 
afterwards consigned Himself as a voluntary 
captive into their hands ; and they do not appear 
to have been moved or bettered by this event? 
A part of His address to them, and the circum- 
stances which follow, will perhaps explain the 
cause. For as our Lord thus presented Himself 
as a willing Victim to meet the danger, so were 
His thoughts still directed, as they were before 
in the hour of His agony, to the protection of 
His disciples. If therefore ye seek me, let these 
go their way hereby fulfilling first of all that 
which He was going to fulfil to the uttermost, 
the sign of the Good Shepherd, that He layeth 
down His life for the sheep, and that He loved 
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them even unto the end; and that prophecy con- 
cerning Himself^ / have trodden the wine-press 
alone, and of the people there was none with me. 
This exercise of divine power in going forth and 
striking His enemies to the ground^ may have 
been in order that He might rescue His dis- 
ciples. The circumstance appears to have been 
one of the many instances wherein the Jews 
were made, even while putting Him to death, 
involuntarily to acknowledge His kingly author- 
ity, in that they not only fall before Him, but 
obey His word, that His friends should depart 
unhurt : for no power is more kingly than this, 
that He should have no occasion to fight against 
His enemies, but that without force, when He 
speaks they should obey Him. But how gentle 
and sweet is even this exercise of His kingly 
power over His deadly enemies : for He shows 
them His omnipotent power, but withal in a 
manner so tender that not even a hair of their 
heads is hurt! Hereby also, in obtaining the 
release of His disciples, our Lord accomplished 
in one sense what He had this night declared in 
His solemn address to the Father : for St. John 
adds, That the saying might be ftdfiiled which 
He spake. Of those whom Thou hast given me, 
have I lost none. 

*TBut there is some question respecting the 
application of these words of our Lord^s that 
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none of them was loet^ whether they speak of 
their rescue at this time from bodily danger, or 
of their spiritual salvation. For certainly they 
seem on this occasion to refer to their temporal 
escape from apprehension : but if we look to the 
passage where they were used by our Lord Him- 
self in the previous chapter, they clearly can in- 
dicate nothing less than their spiritual and 
eternal salvation. — St. Augustine takes it in 
this sense, for he says: *If they were to die 
hereafter, how would He lose them by their dy- 
ing now, but that they did not as yet so believe 
on Him, as those must do who perish not/ But 
St. Chrysostom does not appear to take it exact- 
ly in this sense: *The perdition of which He 
had spoken was not that of death, but that 
which is eternal; but the Evangelist hath 
taken it also of present death.' But may not 
both of these interpretations be true, according 
to the analogy of Scripture? May not the 
Evangelist have observed and intimated that 
our Lord's words were fulfilled; first in their 
rescue from the impending danger, and their 
bodily safety, of which also our Tjord always 
showed a natural and tender regard, as partak- 
ing of all human sympathies ; and secondly, that 
this their temporal safety was a pledge and 
earnest, and also a means of their eternal salva- 
tion? The trial perhaps, would have been too 
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great for them, especially at this time before 
they were confirmed by the Holy Spirit: and 
thus therefore, as in the days of Antichrist, the 
time will be shortened for the sake of the elect, 
so likewise was their trial now diminished ac- 
cording to their weakness. However as in the 
sacred prophecies there is generally a prior and 
inferior fulfilment; so it seems their temporal 
preservation, of which the Evangelist speaks, 
was their pledge of our Lord's promise that 
none of them should perish, and that no one 
should pluck them out of His hand. ^The wise 
Evangelist,' says St. Cyril of Alexandria, *pro- 
duces this which then took place to a separate 
and peculiar part, as a palpable indication of 
the mercy He would extend to all who came to 
Him by faith.' And this particular fact is to 
be received as an image of the more general re- 
demption. 

^^homas Aquinas also takes it in this sense, 
that the Evangelist extends to their bodily 
safety what had been said of the body and soul. 
And Quesnel, This saying, which has two 
proper and literal meanings, the one relating to 
temporal, the other to eternal life, plainly shows 
the copiousness of the Word of God.' " 

First Thought — ^The children of this world 
show themselves much more tenacious in pur- 
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suing their life purposes than believers. The 
company of Judas, rising up after their casting 
to the earth by the Master's word, hesitated not 
to reply again to His iterated "Whom seek yeP' 
"Jesus of Nazareth.'' We have too often to be 
recalled to our earnestness and loyalty by the 
Master's question. Doubtless we are ready to 
declare that we seek only Himself, but in truth 
we are in many cases seeking a Lord of our own 
imagining, even as the Jews in the olden time. 
We are at heart demanding a Master Who shall 
keep from us all nwnner of ills. Who shall pros- 
per and bless us in all earthly affairs, Who shall 
at once answer our prayers as we would have 
them answered. Our notion of what He should 
be is that of One not at enmity with the world, 
but harmonizing all disagreements between it 
and His Church, bringing about an era of good 
feeling, and the amiable toleration of all oppos- 
ing systems. We feel that our Lord ought con- 
tinually to lift up, ennoble, and glorify His fol- 
lowers in the eyes of men. 

But instead of all this He says : "I have told 
you that I am He." Nothing could be plainer 
than the type of Saviour which He represents 
Himself to be in Holy Writ. He is a man of 
sorrows, and acquainted with ^ef. Whose fol- 
lowers are to meet with tribulation and persecu- 
tion in the world. He is One Whoiii the world 
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hates, and He declares that because His follow- 
ers are not of the world, but He has chosen 
them out of the world, the world must hate 
them also. He never fails to insist that He has 
shown Himself to be among His followers not 
as one that sitteth at meat, to be waited on, but 
as one who serveth, and that he who would be 
great among his fellows must choose to be least 
of all and servant of all. He indeed has for His 
loyal ones many glorious promises, but none of 
these can be realized by sight, only by faith. 

Second Thought. — Nevertheless the Master 
did interpose in this instance to save His fol- 
lowers from arrest and possible death at the 
hands of the Jews : "Let these go their way," 
He said, and His enemies must perforce obey 
Him. But for what did He give them deliver- 
ance at this time? In order that their souls 
might be saved. They were not yet strong 
enough to follow Him to death: St. Peter 
essayed it, and almost made shipwreck of his 
soul. The Lord did not hesitate to call upon 
them all afterwards to play the martyr* for His 
sake, but as yet they could not rise to such great 
things. We ought to have gone on in the Chris- 
tian life long ere this beyond the stage in which 
it is needful for the Master to keep spiritual 
danger from us, lest we fall through our weak- 
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nesB. We ought to be ashamed to ask immunity 
from trials and severe temptations; we should 
count it all joy when we find hard things to do 
or to endure assigned us by the Master. We 
should indeed distrust our own weakness, we 
should pray not to be led into temptation too 
grievous for us, but not with the thought of be- 
ing spared hard things, not because we want 
easy lives, and are unwilling to suffer for His 
sake. It is always to be remembered that He 
has but one purpose for us all, our eternal sal- 
vation. For that He calls on one to take up a 
heavy cross; for that He removes the stumbling 
stone out of the way of another. Our circum- 
stances, as (Jod orders them for us, always mark 
out the road which leads to eternal life. 

Third Thought, — ^He said, "Let these' go 
their way," in order that they might make 
choice of holding fast to Him, or turning hope- 
lessly from Him in that hour of darkness. They 
fled away, it is true, yet not very far; they never 
deserted their Lord in their hearts, though St. 
Thomas was for awhile very near that. 

There come times in the life of the believer, 
when the Master seems to say, "Let this one go 
his way." He brings one up to some great issue, 
and seems to leave him to face it imaided, that 
he may give proof of the reality of his disciple- 
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ship. It is plain enough that Buch and such a 
course is the right and noble one^ the true fol- 
lowing of the Master, but the labour involved 
in it is very great, the task to be performed is 
herculean, while one feels one's self but weak; 
and is already so wearied with the hardness of 
the battle, that he is unequal to the undertaking 
of anything more : nevertheless the soul cannot 
question the fact that Ood has called it to the 
task. 

Perhaps it is a self-denial to be borne, a se- 
vere restraint to be put upon one's self. The 
soul is weary of bearing, it has known nothing 
but self -repression these many years; it has 
tried faithfully to be patient and cheerfiil under 
all the heavy load, yet now a new sacrifice is 
called for. There is not any doubt in the mind 
that it is God Himself Who is calling for it, 
howbeit He leaves one free. Sometimes it is a 
matter of shame. It is plainly one's duty to 
own up to wrong doing, but one cannot endure 
the humiliation involved. So souls have held 
back from confession for years, though they 
knew they ought to go. He says indeed, *Tjet 
these go their way," but shall we not reply, 
"Lord, to whom shall we go? Thou hast the 
words of eternal life." 
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"Then Simon Peter having « tword drew it» and 
•mote the high priest's tervanty and out off hie 
right ear. The servant's name wae Malehus. 
Then said Jesus unto Peter» Put up thy sword into 
the sheath: the eup which my Father hath given 
me, shall I not drinic itr*— St John xvUi. 10, 11. 

Exposition. — Stier says: **The sword is 
there and is to remain. That which the Lord 
had spoken, according to St. Luke, not long be- 
fore, He has not forgotten, while Peter thus un- 
happily remembers it. But there is a twofold 
use which is forbidden, and with regard to 
which it must have its place in the sheath; as 
there is a twofold sense — ^whether as com- 
manded or simply as permitted — ^in which, even 
when out of the sheath, it is in its place. First, 
in the redeeming work of Christ, in the perfect 
drinking of that cup of sorrow once for all by 
Himself alone, it had nothing to do. Secondly, 
it must generally be at rest in the matters of the 
Lord's kingdom, founded upon His sufferings, 
and spread through His truth ; in the testimony 
of which the sword has no place. But the sword 
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is borne, and that not in vain ; it is used in the 
service of the divine administration by God's 
rulers : and finally, it may in a certain sense be 
taken righteously in personal defence, when the 
case does not involve directly a testimony to the 
patience of Christ, and is not bound up with the 
interests of His kingdom. 

"The Lord adds. The cup which my Father 
hath given me, shall I not drink it ? We observe 
here first how expressly the Gethsemane-prayer 
is presupposed in these words. A reader of St. 
John alone, who had no knowledge of that 
prayer, would almost necessarily conclude that 
our Lord had said something before, to which 
He now referred, concerning a cup to be drunk. 
We easily understand therefore in what sense 
the Lord says to Peter — Didst thou not hear, 
and dost thou not yet understand my thrice- 
uttered prayer ; and hast thou so soon forgotten 
it? We understand further how our Lord by 
this word strengthens and confirms His own 
soul in uplifting His eye to His Father, before 
Whom all things were open, Who had already 
given the cup, which He had already begun to 
drink. The Sixtine Vulgate says well, ^Dost 
thou not wish that I should drink ? Is it thy 
will to put from my hand and my mouth, by 
the sword, the cup which I have already re- 
ceived?' Let us, like Him, on all occasions of 
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the attack of injuBtice look up to heaven, and 
place ourselves within the defence of the counsel 
of God for us : then shall we do right more cer- 
tainly than if we only look at man, or retaliate 
his assault/' 

Isaac Williams says : "The very action itself, 
as St. Chrysofltom observes, showed the vehem- 
ence of St. Peter, from his striking at the head 
of the man; and perhaps this person, from his 
being a servant of the high priest's, was himself 
the foremost in the attack. — ^After the healing 
of this His enemy, we may well suppose that 
our Lord turned again to St. Peter, to console 
and support him at this trying and perplexing 
moment, especially after an expression of some- 
thing like reproof which He had just spoken to 
him. Jesus therefore said unto Peter, Put up 
thy sword into its sheath. The cup which my 
Father hath given me, shall I not drink it ? In 
these most gracious words expressing His own 
most perfect and even glad resignation to the 
drinking of that cup, from which, erewhile. His 
human nature had shrunk ; and also perhaps at 
the same time speaking that same lesson to St. 
Peter, which He had formerly expressed when 
He had told him, that his deprecation of evil 
and suffering savoured not the things that are of 
Ood, but those that are of men. And indeed St. 
Chrysostom thus considers these words as in- 
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tended for consolation^ after the others of re- 
buke ; 'He not only restrained him with threats, 
as Matthew relates, but also comforts him by 
saying. The cup which my Father hath given 
me, shall I not drink it f showing that the things 
that were happening were not owing to their 
power, but of His own concession, and that He 
was not contrary to QoA, but obedient even unto 
death/ '' 

First Thought — ^The Master does not say 
there is to be no sword found among His fol- 
lowers, but only that the sword is to be kept in 
its sheath. The drawn sword is the emblem of 
the maintenance of justice by authority. His 
kingdom is the kingdom of justice, nothing 
could be further from His teaching than that 
mercy only was to be thought of, and not right- 
eousness. But the point ever insisted upon is 
that <3od takes the administering of justice into 
His own hands. The believer is never to be the 
dispenser of judgment in his own case ; he is not 
to maintain his rights, but to leave that in the 
divine hands. 'Vengeance is mine, I will re- 
pay, saith the Lord; therefore if thine enemy 
hunger, feed him; if he thirst give him drink." 
So aJso read we those wonderful precepts of the 
sermon on the mount: ''I say unto you that ye 
resist not evil : but whosoever shall smite thee 
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on thy right cheek, torn to him the other also. 
And if any man will sue thee at the law, and 
take away thy coat, let him have thy doke also. 
And whosoever shall compel thee to go a mile, 
go with him twain." And all this because we 
can securely leave it to the heavenly Father to 
wield the sword of justice on our behalf. He 
does not always interpose when we think there 
ought to be interposition; then we wonder and 
grow impatient because earthly wrongs, our own 
included, are not righted. We are not to forget 
that He overrules all things for the good of His 
elect. Though we cannot understand it now, 
our faith must insist upon it that the delay in 
doing justice is helpful to the souls of Good's 
people ; otherwise He would not so delay, but all 
things must work together for their salvation. 
Then too Ood delays to wield the sword because 
of His infinite compassion; He will not smite 
so long as there remains the least hope of the 
sinner being won to repentance. 

1. The Church wields the sword of the di- 
vine righteousness here upon earth, but her 
function as swordbearer must not be confounded 
with that of the Lord Himself. He reserves to 
Himself the execution of vengeance upon hope- 
less sinners. The Church dispenses justice, 
boldly withstanding tyrants with prophetic 
warnings, in order to protect her children. She 
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dispenses it also among her children, even to the 
extent of excommunication in very grievous 
cases of impenitent transgression, but not with 
the thought of taking vengeance, but of correct- 
ing the oflEender that his soul may not be lost 
eternally, and of safeguarding the rest of the 
flock from pernicious doctrine and evil example. 

2. The individual believer has his part to 
play in the maintenance of Christ's righteous- 
ness in the world, as representing the Church 
and acting by her authority. It is the duty of 
us all boldly to denounce evil-doing, to succour 
in every way we can the oppressed, and main- 
tain for him his rights : but never to fancy our- 
selves the bearers of the sword for maintaining 
our own rights, to secure the doing of justice to 
ourselves — ^very many fall into this snare. 

Second Thought. — The very essence of the 
Christ-character in the believer is that he carries 
the sword only in its sheath, that he is perfectly 
conscious of his rights and of his power to main- 
tain them; yet will not do so, because his Master 
did not. There is great saintliness in this. It 
is true that we read in Revelation of the souls of 
the martyrs crying to Qod for vengeance upon 
those who shed their blood; and St. Paul says 
of Alexander the coppersmith, who had done 
him much evil, "The Lord reward him accord- 
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ing to his works;" but we ought to understand 
that the martyrs had gotten on so far in their 
grasp of things spiritual as to perceive that 
their cause was but Christ's cause^ the persecu- 
tor had been wounding Him in them, and that 
they were but eager for the avenging of His 
wrong, not thinking of their own as such. So 
also the Apostle, as the shepherd of the flock, 
pronounced sentence upon the coppersmith who 
had grievously harried the flock : it was not his 
personal hurt which he was calling upon Qoi to 
recompense. Our Lord would have us oflfer up 
the sacrifice of our own rights, without the 
smallest resentment in our hearts towards those 
who have unjustly deprived us of them. Per- 
haps the truest test of this is, first, the way in 
which we speak of such as have wronged us 
among our fellows; and secondly, the spirit in 
which we intercede for them before God. There 
is no unreality tolerated with Him. 

Third Thought, — He gives a very touching 
reason why His loyal ones should be willing to 
bear their swords sheathed. He has preceded 
them in doing so; He has drunk of the cup 
which His Father had mingled for Him. As it 
was the ambition of the sons of Zebedee to drink 
of their Lord's cup, so it should be ours. That 
cup for Him was mingled of impious injustice. 
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and the most wanton falsehood; of the basest 
ingratitude, and most unfilial taming away of 
His people as children from a Father Who had 
done nothing but bless; of fiendish torturings, 
and many most cruel insults — but it was the 
cup which His Father had given Him, and He 
would drain it to the dregs. 

We insist upon it that the cup which is 
brought to our lips is too bitter to be drunk ; we 
cannot endure defiant wrong and false accusa- 
tion ; the turning upon us with soulless ingrati- 
tude, after we have done nothing but lavish 
kindnesses upon our wrongers; the devilish 
malignity which makes men go out of their way 
just to add to the misery of those in their power 
— such things are more than human nature can 
bear. That is true if we had to bear them in 
our own strength, but we do not. Let us not 
forget that this cup is the one which our Father 
has given us. We know very well that the loyal 
drinking it means our fashioning in the like- 
ness of our Master Christ. It is the only way 
by which we can attain His perfect self-sur- 
render. 



CLXXII. 

"Th« high prlMt th«n m%k%d Jmus of His dltel- 
plM, and of His doctrins. Jssiis ansvvsrscl himt I 
spalcs opsniy to tho world; I ovor taiiglit in tho 
synagogiiOy and in tho tomplo» whithor tho Jows 
always rosort, and in soorot havo I said nothing. 
Why askost thou mo? ask thorn whioh hoard mo 
what I said unto thorn: bohold thoy know what I 
said/'--8t. John zyUL 19-21. 

Exposition. — Isaac Williams says: '^They 
proceeded to question Him concerning His doc- 
trine, wishing to convict Him of teaching 
against the Law of Moses, and so to condemn 
Him of blasphemy; or else of sedition, so as to 
give Him up to the Boman govemour. But to 
this our Lord answers with divine wisdom, ^in 
such a manner as not to appear wanting in the 
defence of the truth/ says Theophylact, 'and 
yet at the same time not as desiring to defend 
Himself.' Jems answered him, I spake openly 
to the world; I ever taught in the synagogue 
and in the temple, whither the Jews always re- 
sort, and in secret have I said nothing. The 
places of His teaching were those most publicly 
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frequented, for they were the synagogues in the 
country villages, and the temple at Jerusalem; 
and He had said nothing in secret, that is, noth- 
ing of a secret, insidious character. His mode 
of expounding mysteries to His disciples, as a 
religious rule of distinction, was of course noth- 
ing to the world — ^nothing that it alluded to or 
understood. ^A question has ari^en,^ says St. 
Augustine, Tiow He spake openly to the world, 
if even to the disciples themselves He did not 
speak openly, but promised them a time when 
He would speak openly; and, moreover, to the 
disciples themselves He spake much more plain- 
ly when He was with them removed from the 
crowds, when He opened the parables which He 
brought forth unexplained to the multitude. 
But by His saying that He taught openly to the 
world. He meant that many heard Him, for no 
one teaches in secret who teaches before so 
many : and even that which was of a secret char- 
acter, which was taught to the disciples, was 
hereafter, through them, to be made known to 
the world.^ And St. Chrysostom also : ^He 
spoke indeed in secret, but not in the manner 
that they intended, as one in fear, and causing 
sedition, but where the things that He spake 
were above the comprehension of the many. 
But wishing abundantly to bring forth testi- 
mony worthy of credit. He appeals to those who 
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heard Him^ even to His enemies who were lying 
in wait for Him. For this is an incontestable 
demonstration of truths when a person adduces- 
his enemies as witnesses/ 

^'To these inquiries thus put to Him by the 
high priest. He was as it were bound to answer, 
from the same meekness which led Him after- 
wards to be silent; for otherwise it might have 
appeared an ungracious sullenness. And to 
Caiaphas's repeated inquiries He replies, that 
those persons who had openly heard Him might 
testify : there could be no difficulty in the mat* 
ter, if He really were suspected of any danger- 
ous teaching. Why aslcest thou met ask those 
who heard me what I said unto them. Behold, 
they know what I said. Thus were His words 
graciously calculated, like all other things which 
He spake on this night, to show to His enemies 
their own selves, their own wicked purposes, in 
case they should not be too hardened to learn; 
they were indeed replete with truth, wisdom, 
and charity. But as, nevertheless, however 
wisely and meekly intended, they could not but 
have the effect, as before, when He spake in the 
temple, of showing His great superiority to His 
adversaries, and putting them to silence ; as not 
a word could He utter, but from the secret 
weight of ineffable holiness and purity, it must 
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have been such that authority must stand abash- 
ed and confounded before Him/' 

Sadler says of the words, In secret have I said 
nothing : ''This, of course, is not to be taken as 
contradicting such a statement as when they 
were alone. He expounded ail things to His dis- 
ciples, but as meaning that He had no doctrine 
which, for any purpose. He desired to conceal. 
Thus publicly in the temple, at the risk of being 
stoned. His discourse touched upon the divine 
relationship between Himself and the Supreme 
God. His deepest discourse which occasioned 
most offence was delivered in a synagogue ; and 
publicly in Jerusalem, in the face of His ene- 
mies. He spake of Himself as the co-equal Son, 
as the Supreme Judge in the place of the 
Father, as by His word bringing about the 
resurrection of the dead, as the Light of the 
world, as existing before Abraham.^' 

First Thought. — ^There is no esoteric Chris- 
tianity. Our Lord taught the principles of true 
faith and devout practice to His Apostles^ as the 
nucleus of His Church. To His Church He has 
given the fulness of authority to make known 
His religion to all mankind, and there is no rev- 
elation save that which He has entrusted to her. 
As there were many things in His teaching, in 
the days of His earthly ministry, which the peo- 
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pie generally could not understand, but which 
He interpreted to His Apostles when they were 
alone; so there are now many things in the 
written Word, the Bible, which men are not able 
to understand rightly of themselves, but must 
turn to the Church for illumination as to their 
meaning. The Church is not backward, how- 
ever, in making known freely and fully dl that 
has been entrusted to her: that which is spoken 
in her ear by the Holy Ghost she proclaims upon 
the housetops. 

1. Therefore we are to give good heed not to 
be led away by the thought of any new light be- 
ing shed upon the old truth whidi shall make it 
appear different from, perhaps much more 
acceptable to self -loving mankind, than that 
which the Church has always taught. In secret 
our Lord has said nothing. The prophet who 
comes in these days proclaiming novelties con- 
cerning the Gtospel, is to be tested by the tradi- 
tion of the Church. ''If any man speak, let him 
speak as the oracles of Qod.^' The oracles of 
Qod are the deposit of truth which the Church 
has received once for all from her Master: or- 
acles which can never be added to, nor which 
can receive any new interpretation foreign to 
the old. 

2. Nor may the individual believer fancy 
himself guided by the Holy Spirit to interpret 
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for himself the teaching of our Lord otherwise 
than as the Church has interpreted it. The 
saints have been vouchsafed many visions, but 
their visions were never received if they set 
aside any part of the Catholic tradition, for God 
cannot be the author of confusion. No personal 
creed, evolved by one^s self from the Bible, or 
from one's own reasoning, will be accepted of 
God as sufficient, if it leave out any article of 
the Church's creed, or distort it. No ethical 
standards of our own devising will satisfy Gk)d, 
in the day of the soul's judgment, if they fall 
short in any wise of that which the Church en- 
joins. Men plead the imperious voice of con- 
science, but conscience must conform itself to 
the divine revelation. Our Lord has said noth- 
ing in secret. 

Second Thought. — There is indeed a "secret 
of the Lord," as the Psalmist tells us, "among 
them that fear Him," but this is not anything 
foreign to the ancient tradition of the Catholic 
religion. In the divine revelation, which the 
Church openly dispenses to all who will rever- 
ently receive it, there is a wealth of secret wis- 
dom, and of hidden treasure, into which the soul 
may delve eternally, nor ever exhaust its rich- 
ness. This is only to say that the truth which 
our Lord has revealed to His Church from on 
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high is divine. Every right-minded believer 
must come sooner or later to crave this hidden 
wisdom, the knowledge of Gk>d's secret things. 
The way is open to all ; it requires : 

1. First, a clear conscience ; there can be no 
suspicion of unforgiven sin tolerated in that in- 
vestigation. Those who would know the secret 
of the Lord are tireless to keep themselves from 
every evil thing. 

2. Secondly, a detached and simple life : de- 
tached from thought of the things of this world, 
its cares and riches and pleasures, not anxious 
in any wise about the things of the morrow ; and 
withal simple in food and recreation, in all the 
manner of one^s daily walk. 

3. Thirdly, a life supremely occupied with 
prayer, devout meditation, and divine worship, 
finding therein one's joy and one's truest em- 
ployment. 

Third Thought.-^Who but the Master Him- 
self could appeal to His words as men had heard 
them day by day from His lips in justification 
of His life! The words we speak more than 
anything we do, bring our lives into condemna- 
tion. St. James teaches us: ^'If any man 
offend not in word, the same is a perfect man, 
and able also to bridle the whole body." Who 
does not shudder as he hearkens to our Lord's 
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saying, ^^By thy words thou shalt be justified, 
and by thy words thou shalt be condemned/' and 
that, ^'Every idle word that men shall speak, 
they shall give account thereof in the day of 
judgment?" Which of us fails to recall count- 
less instances of grievous offending through our 
words in the past? and unhappily we cannot 
yet pronounce ourselves free from sin in this 
matter. If we are to be judged by the things 
which men have heard us utter, who shall stand 
in that day? 

It is certain both that we ought to be greatly 
concerned about our heedless words, and that 
we can, by honest effort do very much to gain 
control of our tongues. By patient practice the 
habit may be formed of consciously anticipating 
in thought that which one is about to speak be- 
fore the lips have begun to utter it : then there 
is only needed the stedf ast exercise of the will 
to check every ungracious speech, every unwise 
speech, every untrue speech, every irreverent 
speech. Shall we ever be able to plead confi- 
dently before Gtod, "Ask them which heard me 
what I said r 



CLXXIII. 

''And wh«n H% had thus spakan, ona of tho 
offieert which stood by otruck Josim with tho palm 
of hit hand, saying, Antworott Thou tho high 
prioot ao? Joans anaworad him. If I havo spokon 
ovil, boar witnoaa of tho ovil: but if woil, why 
amitost thou moT**— St. Jolin zviit 22, 23. 

Exposition. — ^Isaac Williams comments as 
follows : '^As our Lord's silent acquiescence in 
this blow would have given the impression that 
He had indeed acted wrongly, that the sub- 
stance of what He said^ or His manner of speak- 
ing to the high priest, had merited the blow. He 
therefore expostulates with the man who strikes 
Him. — ^Here again, in the causeless outrage of 
this servant, there is a fresh subject for wonder 
and adoration at the unfailing testimony of 
Scripture ; for as our Lord's words were myster- 
iously a secret appeal to the prophet's testi- 
mony, when He had before spoken to them to 
the same effect, pleading His cause as QoA; so 
now the wanton action of this servant is but ful- 
filling the divine Word, according to the proph- 
etic declaration, / gave my bach to the smiters. 
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and my cheek to them that plucked off the hair. 
And as every thing respecting our divine Lord 
is the fulfilment of foregoing prophecy, so also 
every action of His is the fulfilment of His own 
precepts: not indeed in the letter, but in that 
manner in which He would have us to fulfil 
them, in the spirit. For hypocrisy often fulfils 
the commandment in the letter, but true love 
only in the spirit and intention ; and our Lord 
was now in the highest degree acting up to the 
principle of His own command, to offer the 
other cheek unto him that smites. St. Augus- 
tine remarks of this conduct of our Lord, that 
^it was a comment upon His own great precept 
of patience, showing, as it was necessary to be 
shown, that those commands were to be kept, 
not by bodily display, but by a preparation of 
the heart. For ostensibly an angry man might 
offer the other cheek. How much better does 
the truly meek man answer to the truth, while 
in mind prepared to bear heavier things! By 
His true and gentle and just answer, not only 
did He offer the other cheek to the smiter, but 
prepare His whole body to be transfixed on the 
cross.' And indeed His gentle answer was more 
difficult to true patience, than it would have 
been literally to have turned the other cheek; 
and it was also more kind. Surely no other 
than the highest love could have dictated our 
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Lord's conduct to this man, for whom He was 
desirous to die. As Si Augustine obsenres^ 'He 
that made the world by a word of His mouth, 
could, if He had wished, have overwhelmed him 
with lightning from heaven, or earthquake from 
below, or have given him over to the power of 
evil spirits, or to any punishment worse than 
these.' 

''And we indeed, under the feelings of our 
nature, 'when we consider Who He was Who re- 
ceived the blow, could have wished,' says St. 
Augustine, 'that the man might have been thus 
punished. But instead of so doing. He pre 
ferred to teach us that patience by which the 
world is overcome.' 

"St. Cyril of Alexandria in like manner 
speaks of tiiis action of our Lord's, 'We may ob- 
serve what an incomparable and transcendent 
image of the most perfect patience the Saviour 
hath portrayed to us in these things; and in 
what relates to Himself, has delineated the most 
exalted form of meekness. For being able to de- 
stroy all the Jews utterly by one only nod. He 
is smitten like a slave, nor does He avenge Him- 
self. Being not like us, of a weak mind, or 
tyrannized over by anger or pain, or overcome 
by the weight of ambition. He meekly reproves 
His assailant, saying that he ought not to strike 
Him Who had done no wrong. The Lord Jesus 



36 SPIRITUAL STUDIES IN 

Christ, though He is the true God, the Lord of 
earth and heaven, endures to be smitten on the 
cheek. But we wretched men, who are but dust 
and ashes, mean and poor, who are likened unto 
the grass of the field, and to the flower, if any 
of our brethren fail in a word against us, are 
embittered against him like dragons; nor look 
to the Author and Founder of our faith, even 
Jesus — ^Who being Lord of all, hath set before 
us such a pattern of inexpressible patience, and 
for this cause hath said unto us. The disciple is 
not above his Master, nor the servant above his 
Lord: " 

First Thought. — It is right that we should 
feel our hearts stirred with indignation at the 
way in which our Lord was brutally struck and 
insulted by the high priest's servant ; yet we do 
well to remember that which the prophet 
Nathan said to king David when the monarch's 
indignation was roused by the story of the cruel 
wrong done a poor man by his rich neighbour. 
— Thou art the man. Let us then think of our- 
selves as closeted with our Lord in the examina- 
tion of our consciences, according to the law of 
the divine commandments. The Master re- 
hearses the law of duty as He has enjoined it, 
bringing home to us all its reasonableness, all its 
righteousness. We have no fault to find with 
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God's commandmentSy we know very well that 
they are altogether holy, jnst, and true. He 
seems to say of the divine law, ^^If I have 
spoken evil, bear witness of the evil/' 

Then He points out to us all the blessings of 
grace we have received, all the spiritual help 
ever at hand to enable us to fulfil our whole 
duty ; He reminds us of our oft-repeated prom- 
ises to keep the commandments loyally. He 
further recalls to our minds the alluring 
promises of His holy Word, to such as loyally 
serre Him, and its solemn warnings against sin. 
It may be that He has also to bring up out of 
the past the many, many times He has freely 
forgiven us very grievous transgressions, after 
we had only confessed them with compunction 
and fervent promises of amendment. He needs 
not to say here, '*If I have spoken evil, bear 
witness of the evil"; His words are all most 
true, most gracious, most heart-moving. 

After that He opens the eyes of the soul to see 
the exact truth about itself; its shameful lapses, 
its wilful disobediences, its wanton setting at de- 
fiance the good and holy things to which every 
consideration of honour and loyalty bound it. 
What a long catalogue of transgressions the 
Master presents! He cries sorrowfully, "If I 
have spoken evil, bear witness of the evil, but if 
well, why smitest thou me," by sinning so basely 
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and impiously against me ? For to sin wilfully 
on the believer's part is to crucify the Son of 
Ood afresh^ and to put Him to an open shame. 

Second Thought. — But there are also occa- 
sions when the earnest soul is not conscious of 
any wilful sin, when its examinations do not re- 
veal any serious breach of the divine law. We all 
of us have such experiences sometimes, if we are 
indeed striving to be good disciples — ^neverthe- 
less we cannot be at peace in our hearts ; there is 
the vague feeling of guilt and unworthiness ; the 
language which the Church puts into our mouths 
to use about the grievousness of our sin appeals 
to us as just that which we need, but we fail to 
discover what our sins are. We enter the pres- 
ence of the Master and we say humbly enough, 
I have not broken this commandment nor that 
one; I have tried to make an honest examination 
of my life since my last confession, and I do not 
find that I have done anything that I can put 
down in words as against Thee; yet I am not 
happy, my conscience smites me. Now, Lord, 
show me : If I have spoken evil, in thus declar- 
ing that I cannot find any sins to confess, bear 
witness of the evil; but if well, why smitest 
Thou me? 

1. Then, perhaps, the gentle Master will 
point out to us how grievously we have failed in 
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onr duty towards Qoi ; our unloving heaitay our 
ingratitude for mercieB, our coldness and inde* 
votion at prayer, our distraction at the most 
solemn moments of worship, our grudging serv- 
ice in many ways. 

2. Perhaps He will make us see that we have 
greatly transgressed the law of brotherly love; 
that we have not concerned ourselves to help our 
neighbour in his need ; that we have been fault- 
finding, uncharitable, ungracious in manner and 
speech every day, indeed most selfish in very 
many ways. 

3. Yet again He may cause us to plead guilty 
to pride, self-love, the setting up of ourselves in 
heart, and perhaps often in speech and manner 
above our fellows; without humility, scorning 
meekness, utterly unwilling to pattern our lives 
after that of our lowly-hearted Lord. If our self- 
examination bring us to a sense of such sins as 
these, it is well indeed that the kind Master 
caused conscience to smite us. 

Third Thought. — ^Happily it is true, that de- 
spite all our weakness and our many falls, we 
may through €k>d's infinite compassion, and our 
Lord's infinite merits, live acceptable and godly 
lives, though only as penitents. Those who with 
all humility are conscious that this is true in 
their case are perplexed because of the hard 
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things they are called upon to bear, the persist- 
ent temporal adversity which follows their lives. 
They cry to our Lord in their perplexity, "If I 
have spoken evil, bear witness of the evil ; but if 
well, why smitest Thou me 5^' If I be a true 
penitent why dost Thou hide Thy face from me ? 
Let us not forget that He was Himself the 
Prince of sufferers. "He was wounded for our 
transgressions. He was bruised for our iniqui- 
ties; the chastisement of our peace was upon 
Him, and with His stripes we are healed.'' If 
He endured all these things because of our sins, 
shall we fancy that we ought to escape suffering 
for them; or shall we not rather welcome such 
suffering as we may endure along with Him? 
We admit that we deserve only hell for our mis- 
doings, yet we cry out because of the little trials 
of this present short life ! Is not the endurance 
of suffering the way of all ways to bring us near- 
est Him ? Ought we not to be grateful for it un- 
der such circumstances? And may we not win 
richest reward through willing acceptance of our 
trials ? Surely then He is kind to smite us so. 



CLXXIV. 

"Then Pilate entered into the Judgment hall 
again, and called Jeeiit, and eaid unto Him, Art 
Thou the King of the Jewt? Jetiie answered him, 
Sayeet thou thit thing of thytelf, or did others 
tell it thee of me? Pilate answered, Am i a Jew? 
Thine own nation and the chief priests have de- 
livered Thee unto me: what hast Thou done? 
Jesus answered. My Icingdom is not of this world: 
if my Icingdom were of this world, then would my 
servants fight that I should not be delivered to 
the Jews: but now is my Icingdom not from hence." 
— St. Jolm zTiii. 33-36. 

Exposition. — Isaac WiUiame says: "The fact 
of our Lord's asking a question should arrest 
and rivet our attention to it, and the purpose of 
it; for as He caxmot ask from any desire to 
knoW; it must be that by His inquiry^ and the 
reply to be given and recorded. He may best in- 
form us of something we ougl^t to know. As our 
Lord said on another occasion, when He prayed 
aloud to His Father, that it was for the sake of 
others He did so; so are His inquiries for the 
purpose of drawing out, in definite act or words, 
the thoughts of the heart; or of thereby putting 
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forth some fact more strongly to our notice. 
And to this effect is the remark of St. 
Augustine, ^The Lord, f orsooth, knew both that 
which He Himself asked, and what the other 
would answer; but yet He wished it to be said, 
not that He Himself might know, but that that 
should be written which He wished to be known.' 

"If it might be allowed in reverence to para- 
phrase our Lord's words, we might humbly ven- 
ture to suppose that He intended something of 
this kind : Had you really any desire of yourself 
to know whether I am the King of the Jews, 
then of course I would tell you. But I know 
you yourself consider such a charge very unrea- 
sonable: but who is it that has told you so? 
They are mine own nation, and the chief priests 
of that nation; thus you here solemnly pro- 
nounce to me, as judge to a prisoner, the cause 
on which he stands accused ; and this declaration 
of yours must be made known unto all the world, 
that it is on this charge, made by the Jews, that 
I am brought before you, and on which I die. 
Let them not say, therefore, that all their pro- 
phecies of a promised King are not fulfilled, for 
I am come as their King ; and as the babes in the 
temple acknowledged me in hosannas, so do these 
in reproaches. And you ask me. What hast Thou 
done? What have I done to prove me this 
promised King? Ask the sick, the lame, the 
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blind, the paralytic, the lepers, the demoniacs: 
ask of the hungry whom I have fed; of the dead 
whom I have raised : ask of those who have heard 
my doctrine, if ever there was a King more 
worthy of the name, than the long-promised 
King of the Jews : the King they now acknowl- 
edge to you. But as far as regards the charge, 
and the grounds upon which they allege it to 
you, in order that I should be put to death, as 
one dangerous to worldly authority, the charge is 
perfectly groundless : My kingdom is not of this 
world. This I declare to you and to them, to 
Gentiles and Jews both alike. 

**This mode in which we have ventured to ex- 
plain our Lord's intention, is confirmed by a few 
words of St. Augustine. 'He asks him in re- 
turn,' says he, 'whether he said this of himself, 
or had heard it from others, wishing to show by 
Pilate's reply, that this was the crime objected 
to Him by the Jews; laying open to us the 
thoughts of men which He Himself knew, that 
they are but vain. And to them, after the man- 
ner of Pilate, to both Jews and Gentiles, now in- 
quiring. He answers, the more seasonably and 
suitably, My kingdom is not of this world/'' 

And Theophylact : "He says. Prom hence, not 
here ; because He reigns in the world, and carries 
on the. government of it, and disposes all things 
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according to His will; but His kingdom is not 
from below> but from above, and before all ages. 

Stier comments as follows : ^^My kingdom, 
thus He begins, thus He continues in royal style 
and tone; thus does He avow Himself to be a 
King Who already has a kingdom. Who inalien* 
ably retains it, and will more and more reveal 
and impress its power. — ^The Gentile universal 
dominion, centred in Bome and represented by 
Pilate, must know that there is a power among 
men high above its domain, where it assumes to 
have absolute sway. This power rules in the 
world with superior authority because it is noi of 
this world. Thus there is another world than 
this, a heaven above the earth, a divine and spir- 
itual world. — ^By this the Lord frees Himself 
from all participation in the vain opinions and 
expectations which the Jews derived from the 
prophecies of the Messiah ; just as He had thor- 
oughly renounced them, when enduring the 
mockery of the servants over His powerlessness. 
He had not forbidden to give tribute; He had 
declined to be a judge or divider among breth- 
ren; nor has the world anything of the kind to 
fear from His disciples.'* 

Sadler notes, on the words. Now is my king- 
dom not from hence: "This now does not imply 
that the Lord's kingdom will ever be of this 
world, or from hence; but it does imply that the 
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time will come when its presence and power will 
be overwhelming/' 

First Thought — ^There is small danger of our 
questioning our Lord's divinity ; but as the Jews 
were Ood's elect people in the olden time^ so are 
Christians now, and it is well for every earnest 
one to ask of our Lord, ''Art Thou the Eling of 
the Jews?'' that is, Dost Thou indeed reign in 
my hearty dominating it as the heavenly Eling 
should ? The Master has His own way of reply- 
ing to such questioning, asking each one of us 
who so inquires, ''Sayest thou this thing of thy- 
self, or did others tell it thee of me ?" Are we 
satisfied of our loyalty to Christ because of the 
theories of those about us as to what constitutes 
such loyalty? There are many who call them- 
selves believers, and think that they are heartily 
faithful to the Master, who never avail them- 
selves of the ordinances of religion, rarely go to 
church, but are satisfied with devout aspirations 
and clean living. There are others who are con- 
fident of their Christian fidelity because they 
have been converted, and now take great interest 
in all sorts of good works, and in meetings 
where Christ and the Oospel are much talked 
about. The Catholic believer is very sure of his 
loyalty to the Master because he is careful and 
diligent in all the practices of the Catholic 
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religion. Their fellow-believers tell each of these 
types of Christians that they are true followers 
of the Master; but He would press home His 
question, "Sayest thou this thing of thyself ?'' 
By what test shall we try our consciences as to 
our fidelity in discipleship ? It must be the test 
of the unworldliness of our hearts. 

1. Our life aims and ambitions — ^are they for 
the securing of this world^s prizes, or heaven? 

2. Our minds and hearts — are they absorbed 
in plans and efforts to extend the divine king- 
dom, to make the Church glorious in the eyes of 
men, and to win souls ? 

3. The deep concern and anxiety of the inner 
life of our souls — ^is it the more persistent bat- 
tling with sin, that it may be wholly extirpated 
from our hearts, and that we may be built up 
more and more in heavenly grace ? 

Second Thought. — The Master cannot too 
greatly stress the unworldliness of His kingdom, 
that is its distinguishing note always : ^^My king- 
dom is not of this world : if my kingdom were of 
this world, then would my servants fight that I 
should not be delivered to the Jews.'' He re- 
minds us that there is abundant power in His 
kingdom to accomplish every purpose He has for 
it; His servants are well able to do whatsoever 
He would have them do; but it was no part of 
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the purpose of the kingdom to save Him from 
death, but distinctly that He should die. There 
are needed lessons for us in that. 

1. We are not to feel that it is important the 
Church should be delivered from earthly ills, 
from calamities of various kinds which humili- 
ate her in the eyes of men ; from disunion ; from 
anything which gives her part in the passion of 
Christ. It is right, of course, that we should 
pray for her deliverance from every sort of ill, 
but all our prayers must be submitted to Qod's 
wisdom and goodness for obtaining the answer 
we really desire. 

2. We are never to demand that we ourselves 
be spared pain and trouble ; though we may pray 
for this also, so long as in the depth of our hearts 
we accept quite submissively God's dealing with 
us. 

3. We are to pursue our work in His service 
absolutely undaunted by difficulty and discour- 
agement; our faith must not waver, for we know 
that we work with superhuman power behind us. 
It may be our portion just to suffer, but then we 
shall suffer also with superhuman power to sus- 
tain us. 

Third Thought. — The secret of the kingdom 
is that though it is here, it is not from hence ; 
though in the world, it is not of the world. It is 
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a heavenly thing brought down and established 
here^ with supernatural laws and supernatural 
powers. That which is true of the kingdom 
must also be true of all the members of the king- 
dom^ they are not from hence. How can that be 
seeing we are of the earthy earthy, poor fallen 
creatures? It is the teaching of holy religion 
that in Baptism we died to the old natural life, 
and were bom into Christ; then it became true 
of ufi that we were not from hence any longer, 
but were truly from above. So our Lord once 
said to the Jews, ^'Ye are from beneath; I am 
from above : ye are of this world ; I am not of 
this world,^* and that is true in heaven's eyes of 
every baptized one. Unhappily it is true that 
if we are wilfully unfaithful to the higher life, 
we may revert to type, and become again chil- 
dren of this world. We continue to be from 
above, to belong to heaven, just so long as we 
abide in the state of grace. That means two very 
simple, but fundamental rules of right living 
from which we can never get away. 

1. The first, the perpetuation of the celestial 
life in us through regular reception of Holy 
Communion, as our most necessary food : with- 
out it we have no life in us. 

2. The second, the prompt and hearty restor- 
ation of our souls after every fall, through the 
sacrament of Penance. 



CLXXV. 

''Pllata therefore tald unto Him, Art Thou a 
King then? Jetiit antwered. Thou tayatt that | 
am a King. To thia and waa I bom, and for thit 
eauaa eama I Into tha world, that i ahoiild baar 
witnaaa unto tho truth. Evaryona that It of tha 
truth haarath my voloa.'' — St. John xrUi. 87. 

Exporitian. — ^Isaac Williams says: ''This at- 
testation of our blessed Lord's is the very pat- 
tern for all martyrdom, as St. Paul implies, for 
he speaks of it as of His witnessing before Pon- 
tius Pilate a good confession. And here Christ 
declares that which was His own great office, 
that is to bear witness; and in union with Him- 
self, that of the Spirit also. Who is the faithful 
Witness. In this as in all other things^ our Lord 
is pleased to permit His Apostles to partake in 
some sense in His own office, saying to them. 
Ye also shall bear witness, and His Church, 
which is to be a witness unto all nations; for it is 
He in it, and He in them, and therefore as He is 
the Witness, they also are witnesses. He is es- 
sential Truth in some substantial, ineffable, and 
ever-enduring manner, in distinction from 
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which ail men are liars» It is therefore as if He 
had said, all the world lies in falsehood and van- 
ity, and they, who follow any of its ways, will so 
far find at last a lie in their right hand; the 
kings of the world, and all pertaining to them, 
are but shadows and vanity. I alone am the true 
King; mine alone is the true kingdom; I alone 
have the true riches, true power, true life, true 
light. Everyone, continues our blessed Lord, 
who is of the truth, heareth my voice. The very 
test and proof of the character of each, of the 
mode in which he has been dealing with himself, 
of the life he has led, of the duties he has ful- 
filled, of the disposition he has attained unto, 
of the degree in which he loves God, and loves 
his neighbour, the very test and proof of all this 
is, whether he hears the voice of Christ. He has 
Himself declared that His sheep know His 
voice; that they who hear Him not are not of 
God. He who believes in Christ fulfils all right- 
eousness, he who believes Him not is in sin.'^ 

St. Augustine points out that: ^^It was not 
that He was afraid to own Himself as King ; but 
Thou sayest, is so balanced, as neither to deny 
that He is a King, for He is a King not having 
a kingdom of this world ; nor to own that He is 
such a King as could be thought to have a king- 
dom of this world. For that sort of thing was 
meant by the interrogator in saying, Art Thou 
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a King then? And this saying. Thou sayest, is 
as much as to say. Carnal, thou carnally sayest" 
Hengstenberg comments as follows: "The 
words. For this end was I horn, of themselves 
point beyond the common sphere of humanity. 
No one born in the ordinary way of mortals 
could ever say that he was bom for any particu- 
lar destiny or vocation. The other words, For 
this end am I come into the world, do the same 
still more emphatically : they show that being of 
Christ in time and upon earth was preceded by 
another being. He came into the world in order 
to bear testimony to the truth, that truth about 
which Gentile thinkers had made so much stir, 
but which could be truly known only through 
the communication of Him Who came down 
from a higher sphere, and testified what He had 
seen and heard.^^ 

The Bible Commentary says: "It is of great 
interest to compare this confession before Pilate 
with the corresponding confession before the 
high priest : The high priest answered and said 
unto Him, I adjure Thee by the living Ood, that 
Thou tell us whether Thou be the Christ, the 
Son of Ood. Jesus saith unto him, Thou hast 
said : nevertheless I say unto you. Hereafter shall 
ye see the Son of Man sitting on the right hand 
of power, and coming in the clouds of heaven. 
The one addressed to Jews is framed in the Ian- 
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guage of prophecy, the other addressed to a Ro- 
man, appeals to the universal testimony of con- 
science. The one speaks of a future manifesta- 
tion of glory, the other speaks of a present mani- 
festation of truth. The one looks forward to the 
return, the other looks backward to the incarna- 
tion. It is obvious how completely they answer 
severally to the circumstances of the two occa- 
sions.'^ 

First Thought — Our Lord by His word to Pi- 
late, '^Thou sayest that I am a King,'' shows us 
that the governor acknowledged in his heart the 
royal character of the Master's claim, though he 
would not accept its dominion over himself. It 
was a harmless enough sovereignty, in no wise 
threatening the Boman state ; Christ was indeed 
a King, but he did not admit Him to be the 
King, the one only Lord and Master over the 
soul of man. Pilate was not far from the king- 
dom of Qod that day. And there are many like 
him in the world still, who admire, and perhaps 
praise in unstinted terms, the character and 
work of our Lord, but acknowledge no obligation 
on their own part to follow Him. They say He 
is a King, and think often that they are very 
large-minded and liberal to admit so much, but 
they seek not in any way to do Him service. 

We who belong to the kingdom can see the 
folly and the peril of such a position, but are we 
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wiser and in lees dangerous plight ourselves? 
We acknowledge His sovereignty over ns to the 
fullest extent; our Christian profession involves 
that. He is the one Lord and King; earthly 
rulers hold no authority save from Him; they 
cannot rival Him, they can do nothing in inde- 
pendence of Him. If they set themselves up 
against His laws as declared in His Church, His 
servants are bound to keep those laws and dis- 
obey the earthly ruler. We are required to make 
the serving of Christ the one ever-present con- 
scious purpose of our lives. 

1. As a matter of fact we are in our hearts 
constantly rebelling against Him, asserting our 
independence, insisting on our right to judge 
for ourselves as, to our actions, words, and 
thoughts; we maintain that He has endowed us 
with reason and with free will, therefore we have 
a right to make our own use of these. 

2. Or we plead that loyalty is impossible be- 
cause of the imperfection of our nature, our 
tendencies inherited from our parents are too 
strong for us; perhaps that conscience is im- 
perious and will not permit us to obey the pre- 
cepts of the Church; perhaps it is that our cir- 
cumstances are too hard for us : so there are few 
to be found who quite heartily accept our Lord 
as He requires us to accept Him. ''Thou sayest 
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that I am a King/' He cries, but of what worth 
is that confession ? 

Second Thought — -Yet as He pleaded with 
Pilate to draw his hard heart to the truth, so He 
wearies not of pleading with men to-day, and 
more especially with those who profess loyalty to 
Him, but practise it not, to accept Him as He 
must be accepted if we would be saved by Him. 
He reminds us of the one purpose for which He 
has manifested Himself, the bearing witness to 
the truth. For this. He declares. He was bom, 
that is, took our human flesh and became Man 
among men; for this He came into the world, 
that is descended from heaven. He reveals both 
His divinity and His incarnation, and this reve- 
lation in order that among men, in the world. 
He might bear witness to the truth. 

By ^^the truth,^^ He plainly means all true 
things, the enduring realities which lie hid- 
den behind the passing cloud of this lifers mat- 
ters, matters unreal because transitory, though 
to us, in our littleness seeming to partake of 
stability. The truth to which He bears witness 
is first the infinite and glorious Being of God 
Himself, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Ghost, in the perfection and all-suflBcient glory 
of the divine Life. Then the bringing into be- 
ing of creation, the universe, the vastness and 
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wonder of which we are only now beginning to 
conceive ; and the angelic lif e^ too far above us 
yet to comprehend^ nevertheless made known to 
us as real and glorious beyond our dreams. Then 
the 'divine will to make man in Gk>d'8 own image 
and after His likeness^ purposing to fashion out 
of him eventually, through redemption by the 
divine Blood, and through sanctification by the 
divine Spirit, a creature meet to stand in the 
presence of the Most High Himself, and share in 
the bliss of the divine Being. Yet further, it is 
our Lord^s will to hear witness to the true things 
which surely await us, judgment, heaven, or hell. 

Very grand is the picture which He thus 
brings up before us, of Himself standing in the 
midst of the world, bearing witness to all these 
great and solemn verities, in order that men may 
be moved to turn aside from the pursuit of the 
false things of this present life, and choose the 
true in their stead. Some pass Him by unheed- 
ing; some mock; some are angry and dispute 
with Him; and some, as ourselves, profess 
eagerly to hear the truth, pledging ourselves to 
live according to it, yet for all that it is to be 
feared with minds and hearts still very much 
taken up with the untrue things. 

Third Thought, — ^What is the reason the truth 
makes so little permanent impression upon us? 
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Because, in some very real sense, we are not of 
the truili. The Master says : ^^Everyone that is 
of the truth, heareth my voiee/^ We must con- 
tribute our part to the work of our salvation. In 
the deep places of his nature man must crave 
and ardently desire the true things. Conscience 
does not deceive us; we are well-persuaded that 
there is fundamental distinction between evil 
and good, false and true ; we must with reality 
of soul-purpose turn towards the truth and long 
for it if we are of the truth. The Master has 
His own way of causing His voice to be heard 
by those to whom His Gospel has never been 
preached ; so that they too may be of the truth 
if they will. That need not make us hesitate as 
to our own duty: if we be in earnest in our 
truth-seeking we shall find ourselves at His feet, 
hearkening as His loyal disciples to His voice. 
Every genuine truth-lover must sooner or later 
be brought to His feet ; truth draws the true as 
the loadstone the needle. 

To be of the truiii is something which grows 
more exacting every day ; the Master cannot tol- 
erate unreality in those who profess disciple- 
ship. We must strive persistently to be always 
quite straightforward in our speech, quite genu- 
ine in our lives, direct, single-hearted, real; so 
shall we hear His voice. 



CLXXVI. 

'Then saith Pilate unto Him, 8peal(est Thou 
not unto me? Icnoweet Thou not that i have power 
to crucify Thee, and have power to releaee Tiiee? 
Jesus answered. Thou eouldest have no power at 
all against me, except it were given thee from 
above: therefore he that delivered me unto thee 
hath the greater sin/'-— 8t Jolm six. 10, 11. 

Exposition. — ^iBaac Williams says: ^^As the 
Jews had been angry at the sign being withheld 
from them, and said, in their impatience, How 
long dost Thou make us to doubt f If Thou he 
the Christ tell us plainly, so Pilate, seeing our 
Lord a criminal in his hands, becomes indig- 
nant, and a little surprised, that He should ob- 
serve the same silence towards him that He had 
done towards the Jews : Then saith Pilate unto 
Him, SpeaJcest Thou not unto mef hnowest 
Thou not that I have power to crucify Thee, 
and have power to release Theef ^And in these 
words,' as St. Chrysostom observes, Tilate con- 
fesses his own guilt, and that he was without 
excuse; for he has the power to crucify or to ab- 
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solve. To him therefore it might be said, Out 
of thine own mouth will I judge thee/ 

"Jesus answered, Thou couldest have no 
power at all against me, except it were given 
thee from above: therefore he that delivered me 
unto thee hath the greater sin. Here our Lord 
speaks before His judge with divine authority 
and majesty: both as a heavenly Teacher, in- 
forming him from whence all power flows ; and 
as the Judge of all men, marking the degrees of 
guilt in all concerned. And the reason why our 
blessed Lord now speaks may be this, that when 
He was Himself slandered. He bears it in silent 
submission to death: but when Pilate^s arro- 
gant words seem to claim to himself that power 
which belongs to God only, then piety requires 
that He should speak. — Another mode of inter- 
preting the passage is to suppose that it con- 
tained a mysterious allusion to our Lord^s di- 
vinity, as if He had said I am not a mere man, 
that you as judge should have any natural au- 
thority over me; the power now given you is by 
a peculiar permission from on high. This it is 
which aggravates and makes so fearful the sin 
of Judas, before whom I was manifested as 
God, and whose guilt is therefore irremediable : 
and which also makes much greater the guilt of 
the Jews, who have come very near to the verge 
of that sin. Here our blessed Lord darkly al- 
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ludes to Pilate's eager and dread question. 
Whence art Thou? and hence the alarm which 
Pilate afterwards expressed. This explanation 
the more strongly recommends itself to our 
adoption, as we expect some intimation at this 
-time, however mysterious, of our Lord's secret 
dignity concerning which Pilate had asked. 
Pilate asks the Lord whence He is : and He an- 
swers not : but replies to him with the majesty 
and authority of Ood, and as Judge of all, ex- 
plaining to him that it was by a peculiar dis- 
pensation of Qod that Pilalie stood before Him 
as His judge/' 

St. Augustine comments as follows: '^e 
sins worse who of ill-will delivers up the inno- 
cent to the power to be put to death, than doth 
the power itself, if for fear of another greater 
power it puts the innocent to death. For the 
power which God had given to Pilate was such, 
that he also was subject to this power of Caesar. 
Wherefore, Thou wouldest not have, saith He, 
against me any power, that is, however little 
thou hast unless this same, whatever it be, were 
given thee from above. But since I know how 
much it is, for it is not so much that it should 
be free to thee to exercise it in every way : there- 
fore he that delivered me unto thee hath the 
greater sin. For he delivered me to thy power 
as having ill-\nll against me, but thou art about 
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to exercise the same power against me as being 
afraid for thyself. Not indeed because of fear 
has a man a right to put a man, specially the 
innocent, to death: but yet to do this out of 
jealousy is much more evil than to do it out of 
fear. And therefore He, the true Master, saith 
not. He that delivered me unto thee, he hath 
the sin, as if the other had it not : but He saith. 
Hath the greater sin; that Pilate might under- 
stand that he too had sin. For it does not fol- 
low that the one is none at all, because the other 
is greater.*' 

Stier says : "The Lord adjusting His words 
with supreme dignity, does not offend Pilate by 
giving back his own word, and saying expressly 
thou knowest not ; but it was what Pilate must 
have inferred and felt at once — ^Thou art one 
who art ignorant as to the ground and limit of 
thy authority, especially as to the counsel of 
God concerning my Person. It is of course to 
be understood that Pilate like every other man 
is ignorant only through the fault of his own 
evil will ; that he has sin is a fact which is si- 
lently admitted; but the Lord Who judges him, 
weighing out to him merciful right, makes 
prominent his ignorance, as, equally with his 
power, an actual fact. Thus does He include 
Pilate within the scope of His subsequent inter- 
cession They know not what they do/' 
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First Thought. — ^We are all convinoed, as the 
result of our Christian experience confirming 
our Lord's express assurance, that no one on 
earth can have any power at all against Him 
and His, except it were given from above. Yet 
there is found abundantly in the world such 
power, and effecting its purpose, at least tem- 
porarily, even as Judas and Gaiaphas and Pilate 
seemed to have power to do their will with our 
Lord; the divine omnipotence did not interpose 
to hinder them. It is well for us to have this 
truth constantly in mind, as we look anxiously 
out upon the troubled sea of the Church's life, 
especially in that part of her in which Qod has 
set us down to work for Him. 

Everywhere about us we find teachers, priests 
of God very often, bent upon destroying the 
foundations of the old tradition of the faith. 
The most fundamental doctrines of the creed 
are denied or explained away ; the Bible is evis- 
cerated of everything supernatural through de- 
structive criticism, and it would seem that there 
was to be no inspiration from on high of any 
sort left us. We are not to be disturbed by such 
things ; the Master said to Pilate, 'Thou could- 
est have no power at all against me, except it 
were given thee from above." 

Others are working with tireless energy to 
undermine the very constitution of the Church, 
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to demonstrate to all men that ahe is no more 
than any modem denomination. The Soman 
controversialist claps his hands at this, the sus- 
picious Oriental looks on questioningly^ and 
carefully holds aloof from us^ and the world 
says that our non-Catholicity is manifest. 

Yet worse, men who were once devoted 
priests at our altars, forsake their ministry, re- 
nounce their orders, sacrilegiously receive again 
sacraments which may not be repeated, and 
then bend all their energies to hurt and damage 
that part of the Church which they have left. 

The Church's condition, despite all these 
things is never so deplorable as our Lord's con- 
dition seemed that day before Pilate; yet when 
He was thus in men's eyes at Pilate's mercy. He 
was but passing calmly along upon the well- 
marked high road which led to His triumph. 
So must it be with His Church. 

Second Thought, — ^The fact that man can do 
nothing to hinder Ood's purpose, does not pre- 
vent his sin from being very grievous when he 
sets himself wilfully to oppose the right. 

It is reasonable indeed to suppose that Judas 
fancied our Lord would somehow escape the 
death penalty; he seems not to have contem- 
plated the crucifixion as a possibility. Like 
him there are believers who betray their Master 
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by wantonly and wilfully sinning, led on by 
passion, conscious all the time that they are 
crucifying the Son of Qod afresh, and putting 
Him to an open shame; yet persuading them- 
selyes that after they have gone to the fullest 
extent of their desire, they will be able to get 
back to safety again by repentance ; that there 
is no real danger of their being lost. Theirs is 
that greater sin, of which our Lord speaks. 

Gaiaphas gravely maintained that because it 
was the will of Ood that one man should die for 
the people they would be doing right to put our 
Lord to death. Is it not also true that believers 
are constantly tolerating and defending, if not 
themselves doing, all manner of things against 
the express law of Qod on the plea of exped- 
iency, that the end sought is a very desirable 
one ? It is certain that such folk are guilty in 
heaven's eyes of the greater sin ; Christ tolerates 
no compromise with wrong doing. 

The multitude of the Jews could plead great 
zeal for the divine glory in putting our Lord to 
death/ for He was guilty of blasphemy in their 
eyes : He had made Himself Qod. How many 
there are to-day who, like the old persecutors, 
claim that they are doing Qod service in their 
hard judgments, their uncharitable words, their 
cruel speeches, their unforgivingness; while 
they boast in their hearts of their indignation 
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against wrong-doing, and their love of upright- 
ness and justice. These too are guilty of the 
greater sin. 

Third Thought — ^We may be very weak as 
Pilate was, fearful of losing popularity, perhaps 
of losing our place in life. We cannot help 
thinking a great deal about temporal things, 
they seem so important to us; we are the yic- 
tims of circumstance; we cannot bear to be 
criticised or misunderstood; we cannot make up 
our minds to leave all such things in God's 
hands. We are not hostile to our Lord, we 
really are deeply devoted to Him in a way; yet 
we sin because we have not the courage to do 
right. He graciously distinguishes between 
greater sin and lesser sin, yet He does not say 
that the lesser sin is not very grievous too. Pi- 
late's sin was no small one, though it were less 
than that of Judas or Gaiaphas. The degree of 
grievousness depends upon what our knowledge 
is, or ought to be, concerning the things we have 
to do. It is certain that we must take good 
heed to be positively on our Lord's side, very 
sensitive as to His honour. It is certain that 
we must be very deep and real in our repentance 
after every sin, greater or lesser; not as Pilate 
who washed his hands and declared himself in- 
nocent of our Lord's Blood; but as true peni- 
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tents^ crying, '? have sinned/' and seeking at 
the priest's lips the words, ^The Lord also hath 
put away ihy sin/' 



CLXXVII. 

"Now there stood by the cross of Jesus His 
mother, and His mother's sister, Mary the wife 
of Cleophas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jeius 
therefore saw His mother, and the disci pie stand- 
ing by, whom He ioved. He saith unto His mother, 
Woman, behold thy son. Then saith He to the 
disciple. Behold thy mother. And from that hour 
that disciple took her unto his own home." — St. 
John xiz. 25-27. 

Exposition. — ^Isaac Williams says: ^^Here 
we have in our blessed Lord the great example 
of filial love: and here have we also combined 
with it the highest sanction of human friend- 
ship; for we read in this His last dying hour^ 
When He saw the disciple whom He loved. 
*With how great an honour^ exclaims St. Chrys- 
ostom^ ^did He honour this disciple. But he 
concealed himself in lowliness of wisdom; for 
if he had wished to do so^ he might have added 
the cause .for which he was loved. For it is 
reasonable to suppose that there was some 
cause, great and wonderful. But the reason 
why He says nothing else to John^ nor consoles 
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him in his sorrow^ is because it was not a time 
for the consolation of words. However^ no 
slight matter was it to be honoured with so 
great an honour. Very few^ indeed^ were our 
blessed Lord's words^ but they were replete with 
the highest consolation and mysterious great- 
ness. What higher earthly crown could affec- 
tion bestow on the beloved disciple? And doubt- 
less the Virgin Mother, in being received by St. 
John, had vouchsafed to her the figure and sac- 
rament of some vast and consoling mystery.' 

'^Infiiiitely great and divine was that new 
union of most hallowed adoption; so great and 
divine that Scripture and tradition pass over 
all mention of it in sacred silence. What a 
home was that where he was who was so fully 
impressed with the Godhead of his Lord ; where 
she was who had been chosen before all the 
daughters of Adam, to be His earthly mother 1 
Imagination and thought are overwhelmed 
when we look unto that home, where Christ's 
beloved disciple and Christ's mother were. 
Surely that place must have been the resort of 
holy angels, if any habitation on earth has been 
meet to be so. 

''There seems something in the suggestion of 
St. Cyril that, 'Our Lord seeing the great trial 
that it was to His mother, and the great offence 
which the cross of His passion might be to her. 
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and, as Qod knowing the deep thoughts with 
which she was troubled, committed her to the 
beloved disciple, as being so furnished with di- 
vine wisdom, that he could best explain to her 
the depth of that mystery. And indeed the 
more one contemplates the circumstances, the 
more do we become impressed with something 
of a divine suitableness in all the parts of it, 
until we are lost in the mysterious harmony and 
wisdom of God^s providences. For where shall 
we find a home more suitable for the mother of 
the adorable Son of QoA, than that of divine 
love and wisdom? Where a home more worthy 
of the greatness, more suitable to the weakness 
of the Blessed Virgin, when the sword pierced 
her soul? And for the fidelity of the beloved 
disciple himself, what reward could have more 
answered, and harmonized more with his afFec- 
tions? Or what earthly gift have been more 
valued by his piety?' " 

St. Augustine says: '^But to what his own 
did John receive the mother of the Lord? For 
it cannot be supposed that he was not of the 
number of those who said to Him, Lo, we have 
left all, and followed Thee, — ^Therefore we must 
take that which is here said. From that hour 
that disciple took her unto his own, in this 
sense, that to him it pertained to take care of 
all her necessities? He received her then unto 
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his own^ not house and land, of which he pos- 
sessed none of his own, but offices of duty, 
which by special appointment he was charged 
to execute." 

First Thought. — ^Very touching is the mani- 
festation upon the cross of the supreme un- 
selfishness of our Lord. In the moment when 
He was most cruelly racked with pain^ at the 
first uplifting of the cross into its place^ when 
His physical anguish was probably greater than 
ever human nature had borne before ; He gives 
no sign of being affected by that^ but devotes 
Himself to praying for His executioners^ that 
the Father may forgive them^ because they 
know not what tiiey do. Then, while the cruci- 
fixion is only in its beginning, and its pains in 
no wise dulled through long enduring. He de- 
votes Himself to saving the soul of the penitent 
thief, continuing even in His death the same 
loving works of mercy with which His whole 
life had been filled. He does not stop at that; 
there are His mother and the beloved disciple 
to be consoled and helped; they stand at the 
foot of the cross, dumb with grief, almost in de- 
spair at the sight of His woe, and their power- 
lessness to help : their hearts are breaking with 
grief. What remedy can there be for such soul- 
anguish as theirs, as they face their bereave- 
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ment? He finds one in this third word from 
the cross^ ^^oman, behold thy son : behold thy 
mother!^' What He had ever taught by ex- 
ample^ He here gently enforces by precept: 
Forget your own sorrow through helping others 
to bear their sorrow: dry your tears by wiping 
away those of others. It is a simple recipe, but 
a most efficacious one. 

1. One can imagine what a tower of strength 
the Blessed Virgin must have been to the little 
company of mourners that first Good Friday 
nighty and through all Saturday, rehearsing to 
them the hidden wonders of the Lord^s life as 
she knew them^ and so filling their hearts with 
a great confidence concerning Him, and what 
should be the outcome of their present distress, 
despite all its darkness and hopelessness from 
the earthly point of view. Blessed Mary be- 
came a veritable angel of light to them that 
night, and her heart must have been amazingly 
eased as she went on in her efforts to console 
them. We know it is true that countless be- 
reaved ones have since that time found peace in 
like fashion. 

2. How greatly St. John, with his deep 
spiritual insight, must have helped the Blessed 
Mother at that same time, through opening up 
the mysterious significancy of the things of 
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which she spake^ and showing that they all 
pointed to just such a period of darkness as 
they were then passing through^ bnt which 
should be followed by one of great light. And 
every one who has suffered much in the spirit 
of Christ has had experiences which can* 
not but be helpful and consoling to others^ if he 
be at pains to make them known in truly 
sympathetic ways. 

3. St. John's own belongings to which he 
took the blessed Mother were doubtless very 
meagre indeed, but neither she nor he were of 
the sort to despise the day of small things. 
They were content to be supplied out of that 
common fund which the believers formed for 
their maintenance in Jerusalem, and after that 
was exhausted to depend upon the alms of the 
faithful so freely sent from other churches, for 
the relief of the poor saints in the holy city. 
The Master had willed it so, and both the 
Blessed Virgin and St. John for twelve years, 
if tradition is to be trusted, were perfected in 
holiness through their lesson of entire detach- 
ment with imfailing humility. 

Second Thought — ^To the Blessed Mother 
the Master said, ^^Woman, behold thy son,'' 
teaching her to see Himself thenceforth in the 
person of the beloved disciple. And this is one 
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of the fundamental principles which He every- 
where insists npon as underlying such works of 
mercy as are precious in His sight. If we but 
do gracious deeds to those whose necessity 
touches our hearts^ and because our hearts are 
so touched^ it is more than likely an element of 
selfishness will remain in our work; we shall 
think of it as being meritorious on our part, and 
as calling for praise at the hands of our neigh- 
bours^ and for gratitude in the heart of the one 
relieved by us. But the Master requires us to 
see Himself in every needy one. This is the 
whole point of that awful judgment of which 
He tells us in St. Matthew XXV. ^^Inasmuch 
as ye did it not unto one of the least of these 
my brethren, ye did it not to me.^' If it be al- 
ways Christ to Whom we minister, when we 
help any afflicted one, there can be no thought 
of self-congratulation in our hearts, no eager- 
ness for the praise of our fellows, and the grati- 
tude of the brother or sister helped. If the 
needy one be Christ, all the debt is on our side ; 
He has but been affording us opportunity of 
discharging an infinitesimal portion of it, yet 
a portion which He very graciously accepts at 
our hands as if it had intrinsic worth, saying, 
^^I was an hungered, and ye gave me meat ; I was 
thirsty, and ye gave me drink ; I was a stranger. 
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and ye took me in; naked^ and ye clothed me; 
I was sick^ and ye visited me; I was in prison^ 
and ye came unto me/^ It is all most wonder- 
ful, most gracious: if we do for our needy 
brother, but the least thing, as for Christ, He 
takes it as done for Himself : if we fail to help 
our needy brother He will judge us as having 
refused to help Himself. 

Third Thought— To St. John the Master 
said: ^^Behold thy mother," that is, in doing 
works of mercy we are to recognize ourselves as 
in His place, acting for Him, and therefore to 
be animated by His spirit. How tremendous 
that makes one's vocation seem 1 

1. Unhesitatingly and fully forgiving any 
wrong done against us — ^there are to be no cases 
excepted from among those who need help at 
our hands : we are to bless them that curse us ; 
to do good to them that hate us; to pray for 
them that despitefuUy use us and persecute us 
— ^that is what Christ did, and we are to put 
ourselves in His place. 

2. We are to do our good works tirelessly 
and undauntedly; the work is our part, the 
gathering in of the fruit His part: we are not 
to trouble ourselves about results. Our Lord 
saw of the travail of His soul, and was satisfied. 
We are to await God's good time. 
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3. We are to do for others even to the ex- 
tent of laying down our lives^ if that be de- 
manded. So Christ did for us, and not while 
we were friends to Him, but His enemies. 



CLXXVIII. 

"After this, Jetut knowing that all things wsrs 
now aeoomplished, that the Soripture might be 
fulfliledy saith, I thirst. Now there was set a 
vessel full of vinegar: and they filled a sponge 
with vinegar, and put it upon hyssop, and put it 
to His mouth/'— St Jolm zlx. 28, 29. 

Exposition. — St. Augustine says : "Who can 
80 dispose the things which he does^ as this 
Man disposed the things which He suffered? 
Yea^ but the Man^ the Mediator between Ood 
and men : the Man of Whom we read it foretold. 
He is Man, and who shall know Himf Since 
the men who did these things knew not the Man 
to be Gk>d. For He was Man apparent^ Who 
was God latent; He was suffering all these 
things as He was apparent; and the same was 
disposing all these things as He was latent. He 
saw them^ that all things were finished which 
behoved to be done ere He should receive the 
vinegar, and give up the ghost; and that this 
also might be finished which the Scripture had 
foretold^ And in my thirst they gave me vinegar 
to drink. He said^ 7 thirst: as much as to say. 
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This ye have left undone, give what ye are. For 
indeed the Jews themselves were the vinegar, in 
their degeneracy from the wine of the patri- 
archs and prophets; and as it were from a full 
vessel, filled full of the iniquity of this world, 
having an heart as a sponge, fraudulent so to 
say, with its hollow and tortuous hiding-places. 
But the hyssop on which they put the sponge 
full of vinegar, seeing it is a lowly herb and 
purges the breast, we suitably take to mean the 
lowliness of Christ, which they surrounded, 
and imagined themselves to have circum- 
vented.*' 

Sadler comments as follows : '^All had been 
done that was written of Him, the betrayal for 
thirty pieces of silver, the forsaking by all, the 
buffeting, the stripes, the piercing of the hands 
and feet, the lif ting-up to be a gazing-stock, the 
parting of His garments, the casting lots for 
His vesture, the mocking, and now the intoler- 
able burning thirst which so often precedes 
death by loss of blood and protracted agony, 
seizes the divine Sufferer. My strength is dried 
up like a potsherd, and my tongue cleaveth to 
my jaws, and Thou hast brought me into the 
dust of death." Eeble says: "To those who 
have had no experience, it might seem strange 
that thirst should be amongst the last and dead- 
liest symptoms, but such, no doubt, it is. 
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Nothing is more common than for the dying to 
express it as the last earthly thing they care f or^ 
to have their thirst assuaged/' 

Stier says : ^'It is perfectly self-evident that 
He actually thirsts^ and that He confesses this 
in a real indirect request. But to this we must 
add, that He declares His thirst, not merely in 
recollection of Scripture, as knowing (which is 
plainly stated) that His thirsting and drinking 
were included among the all things which 
according to that Scripture were to be accom- 
plished, but also with an express design to ac- 
complish that Scripture.^' 

And again: '^If we ask in devout contem- 
plation for what He thirsted, in the ground of 
His soul, under and in the physical thirsty we 
must first of all say in the language of Psalm 
XLII, For Ood, far the living Ood, But to 
tarry there is not enough, for He was emptied 
even to the sense of abandonment only for us, 
only as entering into humanity for its redemp- 
tion, as the prophetic Psalms testify. Thus He 
thirsted for the accomplishment of the redeem- 
ing work; as, in order to that, that He might 
be able to say. It is finished — ^for saying and do- 
ing are here one. This is the substance and 
soul of all His bodily suffering. This connects 
itself again, as the general spirit of this most 
concrete crisis, with the thought that in this 
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supplicating appeal He, Whose right it was to 
be refreshed by all creation, and especially to be 
gladdened by all humanity, but Who had so 
awfully renounced all this, now turns again to 
this humanity. As Lange says, after giving 
prominence to that reflection: ^As He thus 
thirsted for the refreshment of this drinks so 
He thirsted to drink of the refreshment of love 
for a final human greeting, for human blessing.' 
If we pursue this to its deepest meaning, we 
may say that He, with a special depth of feel- 
ing thirsted for the souls of men." 

Cornelius says: "Christ was athirst for the 
salvation of souls. Doubtless, says Nazianzen, 
Gk)d thirsts to be thirsted for, to wit, that we 
may love Him insatiably, and desire Him, and 
say with the Psalmist, My soul is athirst for 
Ood, yea, even for the living Ood: when shall 
I come to appear before the Presence of Ood" 

First Thought One likes to think that our 
Lord's cry, "I thirst," spoken so soon after the 
utter desolation of the fourth word, "My God, 
my God, why hast Thou forsaken me ?" was the 
expression of the great longing of His soul for 
the sense of the divine Presence, goodness, and 
love, which He had voluntarily relinquished 
during the time of the great darkness. It was 
like the longing of the elect for heaven, while 
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they are yet here below ; only He longed for all 
that wealth of peace and love as one who knew 
perfectly what it was^ and had been^ though of 
His own will, deprived of it for a little while. 
His soul was athirst for €k)d, even the living 
God; when should He come to appear before 
the presence of Ood? only it was much more 
than a mere longing for peace and rest, it was 
a consuming desire for the perfect consumma- 
tion of the Father's good will for His creatures. 
There are many who are struggling hard here 
against adverse circumstances who sigh and cry 
for death, because they think it means peace 
for them, and release from their troubles. 
They would take the Apostle^s words upon their 
lips, who longed to depart and to be with 
Christ. But such longing on our part is likely 
to be only selfishness. It is not the hungering 
and thirsting after righteousness which our 
Lord pronounces blessed. That for which we 
sliould thirst is the triumph of Qod^s holiness 
throughout the universe; the putting down of 
every evil thing, the destruction of every unholy 
force. It is because Qod's righteousness is for 
His glory, and the good of every man, that we 
should sigh and cry for its coming : that we in- 
deed may have part in it, but not selfishly. 

We ought to test our thirst for righteousness 
by seeing whether we love integrity in itself. 
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jnjBt because it is integrity, upright and honour- 
able dealing of Christian man with man. By 
seeing whether we make much of tnith as in it- 
self, and because it is truth. So many seem to 
care for truth only so far as it best serves their 
own ends, in their opinion. By seeing whether 
we love mercy, kindly and gracious dealing with 
our fellows in every way. These are the things 
which make for righteousness, and except they 
be found in our lives, it is idle to say that we 
thirst for Gk)d. 

Second Thought — ^The Master upon the 
cross was not unaware that according to the di- 
vine predestination the reign of righteousness 
over the earth could not begin until the num- 
ber of the elect was made up. The Father, be- 
cause of His great love for poor humanity, had 
subordinated everything else to the saving of 
men's souls. If the Father loved us so much 
the Son could not love us less. It is certain 
therefore that His cry 'T thirsf revealed the 
longing of His soul for our salvation. He saw 
in vision the last day, and the number of the 
elect completed: He saw them, a great com- 
pany which no man could number, before the 
throne of Qod and of the Lamb, in bliss un- 
speakable and everlasting, and this vision filled 
Him with celestial enthusiasm. 
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We^ if we would be His followers, must thirst 
even as He thirsted; we must be filled with a 
great enthusiasm for soul-saving. How are we 
to give proof of such thirst? By our zeal for 
the building up and spreading of the Churchy 
and the free supply of the means of grace. By 
our self-denying gifts to missionary work, the 
sending out, and the maintenance of faithful 
preachers of the Catholic religion: by the fer- 
vour of our prayers for the spread of the king- 
dom, and for the salvation of individual souls; 
by our personal efforts to reach and influence 
those whom we may. 

1. We are to work with a great patience — 
but never losing our enthusiasm, not desiring 
to hurry QoA; He has His own time, and we 
can well wait for that. But we are to go on day 
by day, so long as He spares our lives here, with 
courage and perseverance, striving only to work 
with absolute loyalty to Him. 

2. And with dauntless confidence : He can 
not fail us ; righteousness must prevail ; nothing 
can hinder the full number of the elect from be- 
ing made up, and entering into glory. 

Third Thought — If we have ill-success in 
our efforts to further the coming of the king- 
dom of Christ, it is well for us to search care- 
fully whether that ill-success be due in any wise 
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to .our own imfitneBS as workers. It is certain 
that our Lord must be taken as our Type and 
Model: if He thirsted, we too ought to thirst; 
if He hungered, we too should hunger. It is not 
doubtful that our Lord practised no little asceti- 
cism in His human life, though He be not the 
type of the ascetic life according to special voca- 
tion, as St. John the Baptist is. He fasted and 
was hungry; He endured the pangs of thirst 
upon the cross; He was weary; He had not 
where to lay His head. 

We are fain to be very tender of our bodies ; 
we find all sorts of excuses for minimizing in 
our own cases the very slight rules of fasting 
and abstinence which the Prayer Book enjoins ; 
we are ever ready to ask dispensations from this 
and that practice which affects our flesh. Is it 
not likely that we lose much spiritual power 
through our unwillingness to endure hardness 
in Chrisfs cause? His cry, *T thirst" tells of 
no small measure of physical pain willingly en- 
dured for us : it woidd seem to be true that if 
we be His genuine followers, we ought to be 
little by little voluntarily increasing the hard- 
ness of our lives every year we live, that we may 
truly thirst with Him. 



CLXXIX. 

"When Jetut therefoce had received the vin- 
egar. He Mldy it it finished; and He bowed Hit 
heady and gave up the ghott/' — St. John zix. 30. 

Exposition. — ^Isaac Williams writes: ''And 
now^ as St. Augustine says : 'When nothing re- 
mained to Christ of the punishments He was to 
endure^ death is delaying^ for he heholds there 
nothing that is his. The novelty of the ease 
leads to suspicion. This Man, the first of all, 
and alone of all, hath he beheld. Who hath not 
known sin. Who is free from fault, and owes 
nothing to his laws.^ Nor indeed could death 
have any legitimate power over the immaculate 
Son of Gk)d, but this alone remains of all the 
evils which our Lord hath taken upon Himself, 
voluntarily to endure for our sakes. — He had 
drunk to the dregs the bitter cup of His 
Father's wrath; the prophecies were finished: 
the work which QoA had given Him to do was 
finished: His heavenly example and doctrine 
were finished: His sufferings were finished: 
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the propitiation for the sins of mankind was 
finished/^ 

St. ChryBostom comments as follows : ^^Seest 
thou how He doth all things calmly? And 
what follows shows this. For when all had been 
completed^ He bowed His head, (this had not 
been nailed) and gave up the ghost. That is, 
died. Yet to expire does not come after the 
bowing the head; but here^ on the contrary^ it 
doth. For He did not, when He had expired, 
bow His head, as happens with us, but when He 
had bent His head, then He expired. By all 
which things the Evangelist hath shown that 
He was Lord of all.'' 

And St. Augustine: '^What was finished 
save what the prophecy had predicted so long 
before? Then, because nothing remained that 
yet ere He died behoved to be done^ as He that 
had power to lay down His life, and to take it 
again, now that all was accomplished of which 
He had been waiting for the accomplishment. 
He bowed His head, and gave up the ghost. 
Who so sleeps when he will, as Jesus died when 
He would? Who so lays aside his clothing 
when he will, as He put off the flesh when He 
would? Who so departs from a place when he 
will, as He departed this life when He would? 
What must we hope or fear to find His power 
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when He judgeth^ if it was seen to be so great 
when He died V^ 

Hengstenberg says: 'That was accomplish- 
ed which the prophecies of the Old Testament 
had foreshown as the work of Christ, to accom- 
plish which was incumbent on Christ in His 
state of humiliation, incumbent on the Son of 
Man. All things that are written by the proph- 
ets concerning the Son of Man shall he accom- 
plished. The limitation to the state of humilia- 
tion is obvious, from the fact that our Lord 
uttered it on the cross, where that humiliation 
had its end. It is finished, peculiar to St. John, 
forms the foundation for St. Luke^s last word 
of our Lord, Father, into Thy hands I commend 
my spirit. Lampe says : Tor the Father could 
not keep back from His bosom One Who had so 
perfectly done the will of His F^ther.^ To 
these last words, as recorded by St. Luke, cor- 
responds the gave up here. Gave up, without 
mention of Him to Whom, is as it were an ex- 
press allusion to that last word, in which the 
imperfect expression finds its interpretation. 
Bengel well says: 'There are seven words in 
the four Evangelists, all of which not one has 
recorded. Whence it is plain that these books 
are, as it were, four voices which produce sym- 
phony when heard together.' '^ 
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Sadler quotes Pusey^ as follows: ^^In one 
human word did our Lord gather into one all 
which He had willed, and wrought, and suffered 
for man's salvation. Finished was the determi- 
nate counsel of 6od : finished all that prophecy 
had foretold and type foreshadowed, and patri- 
archs and righteous men had longed to see, and 
angels desired to look into; finished the work 
which His Father gave Him to do, and the de- 
liverance He had wrought in the earth ; finished 
were all the sufferings which the malice of man 
or of Satan could inflict, and the cup of His 
Father's wrath; finished the transgression, and 
an end made to sin; finished the one sacrifice 
for sin, and the mortal life of Ood made man, 
the victory over Satan, his rule, and our en- 
thralment/' 

First Thought, — It ought to be very inspir- 
ing to us to remember that our Lord Christ has 
in very truth finished everything that was 
needed for the salvation of every soul, every- 
thing needed for the redemption of the uni- 
verse; the full price of sin has been paid, the 
completest wealth of pardoning and strengthen- 
ing grace has been provided, and stored up in 
the Church. That the glorious result of re- 
demption does not follow at once, is because it 
is the divine will that men should be saved as 
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individuals^ and should work out their own sal- 
vation with fear and trembling. And He is so 
merciful that He will wait for the very last one. 
He will not suffer the overwhelming judgment 
of the last day to come upon the earth until 
every soul has had its full opportunity of being 
saved. 

But if our Lord has done everything^ why are 
we also called upon to work for Him, and for 
the kingdom, and for our own salvation? In 
order to demonstrate our loyalty: if we are 
truly His we cannot but join heartily in His 
work. There could be no clearer proof of our 
lack of loyalty than grudging service in His 
cause. Yet we are not to suppose that there is 
any intrinsic worth in our works; they are but 
as the efforts of little children to help their 
father as he toils. Therefore we are never to be 
troubled about God^s cause and the Church's 
welfare because the workers are so few, because 
the work itself, as we see it here upon earth, 
languishes, because strong leaders and mighty 
captains of God's host are taken away prema- 
turely. The divine cause is not dependent 
upon human co-operation; Christ has finished 
already everything that needed to be done. It 
is necessary that we co-operate for our own 
sakes, not because we are of importance to the 
success of the work. We should lament the few- 
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ness of the workers^ and their apathy^ because 
it means judgment for them when the Master 
demands an accounting. 

Nor need we fear that our work will not be 
done before we are called away^ if only we be 
honestly loyal in heart to our Lord. It is the 
fidelity in the doing which makes finished work 
in Gk>d^s sights not the amount accomplished. 
If we but strive with our might to be true to 
Christ every day, our work can never be un- 
finished. 

Second Thought, — ^While there is great con- 
solation in the thought that our work is not 
necessary for the full accomplishment of 
Christ's purpose in the world's redemption, we 
ought not to forget that we are here in the 
world on probation, and that death is the end of 
probation. We are free agents, commanded by 
our Master to work out our own salvation, and 
therefore the fidelity with which we work means 
a great deal for uis. We shall pass forth from 
death to judgment. Who can face that thought 
without fear? For we are then to be judged 
according to our works. We are not unaware 
what Qoi has given us to do ; our work is plain- 
ly in sight in our daily lives; and equally in 
sight is our failure to do what we might, and 



ST. JOHN'S GOSPEL 89 

ought to do. We fail miserably in our semoe 
of God^ in onr duty towards our neighbour, in 
the patterning of our lives after that of Christ. 
So our work is not done; we can never say 
truthfully to our Lord as we contemplate our- 
selves in the presence of death, ^'I have finished 
the work Thou gavest me to do.'' This ought 
to disquiet us very much. 

Happily there is repentance to be availed of. 
If we honestly repent our Lord always takes us 
back, and then He causes the things undone to 
be as though done — ^it is easy for Him tp finish 
our unfinished work. So theit though we come 
down to the grave with the most hopeless tale 
of failure to accomplish any part of the voca- 
tion assigned us, if we can find His absolution 
for our transgressions, the unfinished work will 
not come into condemnation against us. 

How great heed ought we to give to re- 
pentance therefore, since that is our only hope I 
How careful we should be that He find in our 
souls true contrition, a very real sorrow for our 
sins because they displease Him I How heedful 
we should be that our confessions are quite 
frank and imsparing of ourselves! How dili- 
gently we should examine ourselves to see 
whether from our hearts we forgive every one 
his brother their trespasses I 
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Third Th(mght. — ^Despite our gratitude for 
the divine absolution, there is a sadness in the 
reflection that we all of us make such a failure 
of our life here in the world, that we never do 
any work for the Master which is really worth 
while, were it not that He took it up and per- 
fected it out of the loving wealth of His own 
merit. Is God^s work in us never to be finished 
work? For He gave us our vocations as the 
means whereby we should grow into perfect 
likeness to our Lord, and into fullest union with 
Him. And He is able to effect His purpose in 
more than one way: if the way of work fail, 
there is the way of suffering, and that is always 
efficacious where there is genuine penitence on 
our part. 

It seems to be true that Ood appoints a 
harder measure of suffering in this world for 
His faithful ones than for those who love and 
serve Him not. It is because He would enable 
penitents, through patient endurance, to finish 
the work they had otherwise failed to finish. 

It is certain that the pains of purgatory are 
for the glorifying of the elect, for their perfect- 
ing in holiness. There the unfinished work of 
our lives here is to be wrought to a glorious 
completion, that when the aoul issues forth to 
enter paradise, it shall at last be able to say, 
m is finished.^' 



CLXXX. 

"And when she had thus Mid» she turned her- 
self back, and eaw Jesut standing, and knew not 
that it was Jeeus. Jesus saith unto her» Woman, 
why weepest thou? Whom seekeet thou? She, 
supposing Him to b€ the gardener, saith unto Him, 
Sir, if Thou have borne Him hence, tell me where 
Thou hast iaid Him, and i wili take Him away. 
Jesus saith unto her, Mary. She turned herself, 
and saith unto Him, Rabiioni; which is to say, 
Master.''— St. John zx. 14-16. 

Exposition. — Isaac Williams says of the 
words^ Woman, why weepest thouf *^ords 
which He often since then has seemed to say to 
His suffering disciples, implying thereby what 
He said at another time It is I, be not afraid. 
We weep for that which we have lost; we seek 
that for the absence of which we mourn: and 
the cause of both these is love : love will hasten 
with fervent zeal, will wait long, will rise early, 
will prepare all things, will hasten to and fro, 
will surmount all difficulties, forget all dangers, 
and will not cease till it find ; and it will, doubt- 
less, find good angels in all around, which will 
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speak of Christ; and there in the twilight of the 
morning find Christ Himself; for they that 
seek shall find^ they that mourn shall he com- 
forted; the penitent shall hehold the Son of 
man; the pure in heart shall see the Son of 
Grod. Woman, why weepest thout Yet is it 
not He That had pronounced on woman her 
doom of sorrow ? It is, as Chrysostom observes, 
as if He had said. Weep not 'By these words,' 
Whff weepest thouf says St. Cyril, 'our Lord 
took away the old curse, and by the question 
put a stop to her tears;' and as it had been said 
to the woman in sorrow thou shalt conceive, 
'therefore,' he says, 'it was necessary that by the 
voice of the Judge, the weight of that ancient 
curse should be removed; while Christ our 
Saviour took away the tears from the woman, 
or rather from all the race of women, as in 
Mary the first-fruits. In the garden of para- 
dise. He had subjected her to sorrow, so now in 
the garden He bids her to sorrow no more. The 
thorns which that garden bore. He had Himself 
taken and worn. What cause then hast thou to 
weep, who hast foimd the Christ?' 

''Whom seehest thou by thy tecursf She thinJc* 
ing that it was the gardener, saith unto Him, 
Sir, if Thou has home Him hence, tell me 
where Thou hast laid Him, and I will take Him 
away. 'Fervently,' says St. Chrysostom, 'did 
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she apeak and lovingly/ He thinks with Ath- 
anasiusy that on speakings as she supposed^ to 
the gardener, she again turned to the angels, 
as if to inquire the cause why they were so 
amazed. And of her saying. If Thou hast home 
Him hence f without mentioning His name, St. 
Gregory well observes, 'The force of love has 
usually this effect in the mind, that it supposes 
that he whom itself is always thinking of, no 
one else can be ignorant of. It is indeed, as 
Job says, O that I knew where I might find 
Him, that I might come even to His seat! Yet 
without mentioning of Whom he speaks.^ Jesus 
saith unto her, Mary! 'It was,* says St. Cyril, 
'as if He would reprove the slowness of her 
faith.' But in fact it was that most gracious 
designation, I have coiled thee by thy name, 
thou art mine. He calleth His own sheep by 
name, and they hear and know His voice. Her 
own name, and that of import so high, and 
spoken in accents so well known, brought sud- 
denly to her mind, as with a sudden rush of 
thought, the unexpected, but full assurance of 
her Master's presence, so that she could not ad- 
dress Him, but in breathless adoration called 
Him, Master, and in awful, but silent worship, 
according to the custom of reverential prostra- 
tion so often spoken of among the ancients, em- 
braced His sacred feet." 
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Sadler quotes Bishop Andrews : ''Mary Mag- 
dalene, standing by the grave and there weep- 
ingy represents to us the state of all mankind, 
before the day of Christ's rising again, weeping 
over the dead, as do the heathen who have no 
hope. But Christ comes and asks, Why weepest 
thouf As much as to say. Weep not There is 
no cause of weeping now. Henceforth none 
shall stand by the grave to weep there any more. 
So that this question of Christ's, Why weepest 
thouf wipes away all tears from all eyes, puts 
off our mourning weeds, girds us with gladness, 
and robes us all in white with angels.'' 

And Stier : "The cry of Mary's rapture is a 
most beautiful symbol of all similar finding of 
Him Whom the soul spiritually seeks; and it is 
a prophecy too of the recognition of Him in the 
last great day. Thus will every one hear him- 
self called by name, by a voice so well known 
and yet so new ; then will sorrow and death be 
forever done away, and happy he who will be 
able to cry Babboni, learned in the school in 
which alone it is taught." 

First Thought. Mary's eyes were well used 
to tears : she had been a very great sinner, and 
she ceased not always to repent of her misdoing. 
She had bathed the feet of her Lord with her 
tears; it was not wonderful that she was weep- 
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ing now at the empty tomb. As was natural in 
the ease of one who had been forgiven much, 
Mary loved much^ she idolized her Lord; and 
though in one sense that could not be a sin^ for 
He is God, nevertheless she had not yet grasped 
the truth about His divine Person, and needed 
to be taught. She realized how much she had 
lost in His death, and she clung with passionate 
longing to His Body^ which seemed to her all 
she had left of Him. Her very devotion to Him 
in the fulness of earthly love and adoration 
blinded her to the reality of the spiritual things, 
and robbed her of hope in them. Nor was she 
yet able to put away the unconscious egotism of 
her love, which made her want Him for herself 
alone, and to be overwhelmed because of her per- 
sonal bereavement. Out of all this earthliness of 
spirit the Master would raise her by His simple, 
yet most searching question; '^oman, why 
weepest thou ? Whom seekest thou ?" 

It is often true that the believer laments the 
old days of spiritual joy and soul consolation he 
had when first he knew the Lord; when there 
was a consciousness of nearness, and sure de- 
pendence which now is felt no longer. In those 
days, too, conscience was unsaddened. There 
were sins enough, but rarely wilful ones, or so 
it seemed — ^but then one could hasten to the con- 
fessional, and the absolution was so real, so satis- 
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fying; there was a wonderful content and peace 
about the Christian walk then. Now there is such 
a difference. One seems to try even harder than 
in those earlier days^ yet the sense of Christ's 
nearness is rarely present now^ and conscience is 
weighed down with a load of all manner of sin- 
fulness in the life not conquered. Then the 
Master's question^ ^'Why weepest thou ?" ought 
to help one. It ought to open our eyes to the 
fact that we have not yet in any adequate sense 
grasped the spiritual things as the real things; 
we continue to be creatures of earth, craving 
temporal consolations. We have not yet learned 
to forget self > and be occupied with the things of 
God and of our neighbour; we unconsciously re- 
main self-centred in our religious life. Nor 
have we learned to cast ourselves confidently 
upon the divine grace, never questioning the 
method of the divine dealing with us. There- 
fore He asks the soul, ^^Whj weepest thou?" 

Second Thotight. — ^The Master adds, ^HlVliom 
seekest thou?" tiiat He may arouse in her the 
sense of His personality as not being affected by 
death. Mary was seeking not even the Lord of 
her past experience in discipleship, the Lord 
whose feet she might wash with her tears, and 
dry with her hair, whom she might devoutly 
anoint with costly spikenard — she realized that 
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He was gone from her, she clung but to 
dead Body. She would embalm that and guard 
it, and make the most of it. It was all that was 
left to her. Out of this sad frame of mind He 
arouses her by His, *TVhom seekest thou?'* 

So He asks of the soul, and makes it realize 
that it has been seeking a Master Who will not 
require the surrender of things temporal, but 
will permit it to enjoy these, and be heart-full of 
them, without forfeiture of the things eternal. 
He will find a way, the soul vaguely hopes, to 
supply such spiritual things as are necessary for 
its salvation. But, on the contrary, we who now 
know, as Mary Magdalene could not know, are 
made to remember by that question, ^^hom 
seekest thou?'^ that our Master has gone on 
through passion and death to a glorious immor- 
tality. He has not left with us any mere dead 
Body, the mournful and ceaseless fight with be- 
setting temptation in our members; with no 
clear hope of final victory, with nothing save a 
vague trust that after the hardness and darkness 
and hopelessness of this world's misery have been 
patiently endured to the end, there may be bet- 
ter things in store for us in the world to come. 
Happily we do not have to live so. ^'Whom seek- 
est thou?'' I seek my Master Christ, Who died 
and rose again. Who is alive for evermore ; Who 
is mine more intimately and much more might- 
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ily than He could ever have been had He not 
died, but Who now fills all my life full with 
surest hope and most gracious consolations, dry- 
ing my tears, and making my heart to laugh and 
sing. 

Third Thought, — He has His own wonderful 
way of bringing home to the loyal soul the sense 
of personal relationship to Himself, made pos- 
sible by His resurrection. He calls her by name, 
"Mary." It was a familiar name enough, yet 
when she heard it, there was that in the Master's 
tone that declared to her everything; she was 
cared for, and thought of, and loved personally 
with all the fulness of the Lord's divine life. He 
will not suffer us to fancy ourselves lost sight of 
in the great multitude of His faithful ones, as if 
there might be some blurring of the sharp out- 
lines of our personal needs. He has His own in- 
describable way of making us hear our names ut- 
tered by His lips. Especially, perhaps, after we 
have failed in trust, lost confidence in His prov- 
idence: in His own fashion, yet unmistakably. 
He speaks one's name, and one is overwhelmed 
with self reproach and love. So He spake to St. 
Thomas. Or perhaps after one has wilfully 
lapsed into sin, and is not yet penitent, as once 
He turned and looked upon St. Peter. All in 
that instant the sinner is aware that the Master 
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has called him by name, and cannot be contrite 
enough. At such times one learns with Mary to 
cry, ^^Babboni.'' 



CLXXXI. 

"Jetut taith unto her, Touch me not; for I am 
not yet ascended to my Father: but go to my 
brethren, and tay unto them, I ascend unto my 
Father, and your Father; and to my Qod, and 
your Qod." — St. Jolin xx. 17. 

Exposition. — Isaac Williams says: "As our 
Lord's expressions are usually addressed to a 
certain state of hearty and calculated to meet the 
thoughts in the person addressed, we may per- 
haps understand them by considering the state 
of Mary Magdalene's mind at this time, and 
what it was our Lord might have intended to 
meet, to correct, enlighten, elevate, support. She 
seemed to surpass all in depth and earnestness of 
sacred affection, as to the Holy One of God, the 
divine Prophet Whom God had sent, and Whom 
God was with ; but the very anxiety which proved 
the greatness of her love, betrayed also some 
feeling of weakness from an inadequate sense of 
our Lord's spiritual nature and Godhead : it was 
adoration indeed of the Son of man, high and 
pure; but even that adoration had yet to be 
heightened and purified to the Son of man 
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united for ever with the €h>dhead ; not the Word 
of God only, but the Word with God, and the 
Word which was God. The weeping and the ex- 
presBions of distress she now made use of, were 
only to be repressed by raising her mind to the 
Lord in heaven: she had now to come to the 
mind of St. Paul, when he said; Henceforth 
know we no man after the flesh: yea, though we 
have known Christ after the flesh, yet now hence- 
forth know we Him no more. — St. Ambrose 
says : 'She is forbidden to touch the Lord ; for it 
is not by corporeal touch, but by faith that we 
touch Christ. — Not that Christ disclaims her 
touch, but would teach us proficiency: for not 
all who have touched Christ in this life, while 
He sojourned in the Body, can touch Him when 
He is risen. Let him who would touch Christ 
mortify his own members; and like one to rise 
again, put on bowels of mercy, nor hesitate to re- 
nounce earthly things.' And St. Augustine: 
'Our Lord hereby was teaching her faith. In her 
heart, as in His own garden, that Gardener was 
sowing the grain of mustard seed. In these words 
lies hid a sacrament, which, whether we are able 
to discover it or not, we cannot doubt is con- 
tained in them. — ^How could her belief in Him 
be otherwise than carnal, inasmuch as she was 
weeping for Him as a man.' And St. Chrysos- 
tom : 'She wished to be still with Christ, as she 
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had been before His passion ; and for joy was not 
snfSciently exalted in her conceptions^ although 
the flesh of Christ by His rising again was of a 
far higher nature. It is therefore^ from this con- 
ception that He leads her^ that she may approach 
Him with far greater reverence than before. — 
And by His adding. For I have not yet ascended. 
He indicates that He is thither hastening. But 
He who ought thither to depart, and no longer to 
converse with men, is not to be beheld with the 
same mind as He was before.' 

"Perfect love casteth out fear: she therefore 
was not yet perfected in love that thus feared. 
She feared greatly, with an holy fear indeed, but 
with a fear that hath torment, lest she lose 
Christ Who filleth all things. She recognized 
Him indeed as that Master Whom she loved, and 
Whom she always approached with awe and rev- 
erence : but possibly she thought it might still be 
with Him as with Lazarus, who came from the 
grave to be again her brother; had put off the 
grave-clothes and death, only again to put on 
corruption and mortality, and sit and eat. But 
it was not so with Christ." 

Sadler quotes Bibera as follows : ^^The Magda- 
lene knew that Christ would ascend into heaven, 
and that afterwards she could not enjoy the sight 
of Him. So she was unwilling to lose the oppor- 
tunity now afforded her of touching the Lord, 
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But He said to her, Touch me not, as if He had 
said. Henceforth you will have opportunities 
both of touching me, and conversing with me, 
for I yet linger upon earth, nor am I yet as- 
cended into heaven; wherefore delay not thus, 
but make my Apostles partakers of the joy which 
you possess, for it is not fitting that you alone 
should enjoy the knowledge of my resurrection, 
but go, etc/* 

Of the last part of the verse Sadler further 
says : ^^It is to be noted that neither St. Paul, nor 
St. John, nor any other servant of Christ, is ever 
said to call Gh)d, My Father. It is the sole pre- 
rogative of the Only-begotten Son to say. My 
Father, AU other servants of God say our 
Father, as joining their bretibren with them- 
selves.*' 

And Isaac Williams again: ''Touch me not, 
but yet be highly favoured ; be as an angel to the 
Apostles, a good angel, or messenger of good ; 
bear the very Gospel of the Gospels, good tidings 
beyond all. She is privileged to bear the news to 
disciples, to whom He Himself might have ap- 
peared, if He had so pleased. — St. Augustine's 
remark is important, that He does not say our 
Father, but my Father and your Father. *In one 
sense therefore my Father, and in another yours ; 
by nature mine, by grace yours. Nor did He say 
our Gk>d, but my God, under Whom I am as 
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man; and your Qoi, between Whom and Him- 
self; I am the Mediator/ And St Ghrysostom^ 
^This refers to the economy of His incarnation, 
for ascending is spoken of the flesh. In one 
sense is He His Father, and in another sense is 
He ours, certainly altogether so; for if He is the 
God of the just in a different sense to what He is 
of other men, much more so of His Son and of 

First Thought. — ^To us as to Mary Magda- 
lene the Master has often to say, ^^Touch me 
not,^' that is. Seek not to keep me ever beside you 
merely in the life of this world. It seems in- 
evitable with us that we should be much more 
concerned about the temporal things than the 
eternal, that our prayers and heart-longings 
should be almost wholly of these ; and that not 
only for ourselves, but for those who are dear to 
us. We are ever troubled about earthly misfor- 
tunes, about poverty or sickness or disgrace, and 
but little about the state of the soul in the eyes 
of Ood. He is very indulgent, and answers our 
prayers abimdantly and often wonderfully in re- 
gard to things temporal; nevertheless He will 
not wholly remove earthly troubling and earthly 
sadness from us— doing so would not be for our 
souFs health, and He will not jeopardize that. 
It rarely profits us spiritually to be freed from 
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temporal ills and anxieties. It is for our truest 
good that He withdraws Himself from our 
touch, because He is not yet ascended in our 
hearts. 

If He be so ascended ; if we have gotton on so 
f ai* in the spiritual life as to dwell in heart and 
mind continually in heaven, we can hold Him 
fast just so long as we will. 

1. If in the deep places of the soul we be in- 
deed ceaselessly battling with our besetting 
temptations, we need never lose the sense of His 
presence and His mighty help : we fall only when 
we cease to cling to Him. 

2. If we set ourselves to devout attention in 
prayer, in meditation, in divine worship, we can 
hold fast our Master, and never lose Him. It is 
but a matter of the stedf astness of our will. 

3. If in Holy Gommimion we approach Him 
with fullest concentration of the mind upon the 
wonder of the mystery, and if our consciences be 
clear, and our hearts in true charity with all our 
fellows, we shall find ourselves verily and indeed 
conscious of His nearness, and of His abiding 
with us. But all these blessed results are only 
to be obtained by determined effort of the will to 
see and know the Lord as ascended. 

Second Thought — ^To Mary the Master gave 
an enviable charge; she was to go to His breth- 



106 SPIRITUAL STUDIES IN 

Ten and tell ihem that He was about to ascend. 
The Apostles ought not to have needed assur- 
ance from the holy women that the Master was 
risen : nevertheless they did need such assurance, 
and even then their words seemed to them as idle 
tales, and they believed them not. If we had the 
true spirit of Ghrist^s followers we ought not to 
need assurance from our fellows to keep alive in 
our hearts the sense of the spiritual realities ; yet 
as a matter of fact we do, and even so our faith 
is lamentably weak. Therefore it is our duty to 
do whatsoever lies in our power to strengthen the 
hold of our brethren upon the eternal things. 
We should take heed to show great reverence for 
everything that is associated with Qod, and with 
religion. Too often very good people are lax 
concerning divine things, ready even to use the 
words of Holy Scripture in jest. We should 
show that we feel very strongly about sin ; that 
we greatly fear to commit sin ourselves ; that we 
are very jealous for Gk>d's honour, and that of 
the Church; that we deeply resent all wanton 
disrespect done to holy things and places. We 
may help our fellow-believers not a little by tak* 
ing a strict line in all such matters. 

And then we should be on the alert ourselves 
to receive prompting and help from others in 
such things, not resenting correction, nor in our 
hearts condemning those who manifest the right 
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sort of etrictness, but with compunction for our 
failures striving always to amend our ways. 

Third Thought — ^The Master's gracious mes- 
sage is, ^T. ascend to my Father and your 
Father.^' He has brought us back, the prodigal 
ones, to our Father's house, and made us wel- 
come there. It can only be that God is the 
Father of sinners, if Christ be their Brother. He 
knew the hearts of His Apostles, that they were 
truly, in love and devotion to Him, His breth- 
ren. He knows our hearts also, but what can we 
say concerning them? Are we Christ's breth- 
ren? Are we day by day identifying ourselves 
with our Lord and His work in the eyes of 
heaven? That is the one all-important matter. 
If Ood be not our Father as truly as He is our 
Lord's Father, the Master's ascension profits us 
not. 

So too He said, ^'And to my Ood and your 
God." It is a very striking assurance of the con- 
tinuance of His htunan nature. He laid it not 
aside in ascending ; for evermore He is Man as 
weU as God in heaven. There is an unspeakable 
depth of condescension in that; for He still iden- 
tifies Himself with us : He says in effect. Because 
I ascend, you also are to ascend ; humanity may 
attain even to this; it may scale the heights of 
heaven, and come into the presence chamber of 
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God. His ascension is the pledge of ours. So 
great a thing seems impossible, and indeed it 
were so but that our Master is to be at once our 

* 

Ouide and our Uplifter to that high destiny. 
But then everything turns upon our fidelity to 
Him. Except we be in very truth His disciples 
in all our daily walk the bright vision of the as- 
cension shall never be realized by us. 



CLXXXII. 

Then the tame day at evening, being the flret 
day of the weeic, when the doore were ehut where 
the diecipiee were aeeembled for fear of the Jewa, 
came Jeeue and etood in the midel, and eaith unto 
them, Peaoe be unto you. And when He had eo 
eaid. He ehowed unto them Hie hande and Hie 
eide. Then were the dieeiplee giad w4ien they eaw 
the Lord. Then eaid Jeeue to them again, Peaoe 
be unto you: at my Father hath tent me, even to 
tend I you."—- St. Jolin zz. 19-21. 

Exposition, — Isaac Williams says: ^^his is 
the peace which the prophets had spoken of as 
that which should characterize Christ's king- 
dom; all the glowing descriptions are descrip- 
tive of peace. He will speak peace to His peo- 
ple, and to His saints. Bighteonsness and peace 
in Him have kissed each other : He is the King 
of peace. In peace shall His temple be built; 
by Him shall it be built Who is the true Solo- 
mon^ the Peaceable. And it is amidst terrors 
from without that this peace is given, when the 
doors are closed for fear of the Jews, according 
to the fulfilment of the promise, in the world 
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ye shall ha^e tribulation, but, m me ye shall 
have peace. And indeed, were it not for perse- 
cutions from without and fears from within, in 
this evil world, we should not know the true 
value of peace. If Christ's religion hath gone 
forth into the world as a sword, yet it is that 
we may better learn that peace which is in 
Christ. When the world is shut out, and the 
doors are closed ; when we have entered into the 
secret chamber of our heart and shut to the 
door; then Christ comes to be in the midst of 
us, and to give us His peace.'' 

And Sadler : "This salutation is their abso- 
lution. They all had deserted Him. One had 
denied Him. Only one stood under the cross. 
And yet His first words to them, as assembled 
in a body, were, Peace he unto you. When men 
remind us that this is the usual Eastern saluta- 
tion they forget that no words can be unreal or 
conventional in the mouth of the Lord. If He 
speaks peace, there is peace." 

Isaac Williams goes on: "The pronouncing 
of peace is here repeated; which iteration, says 
St. Augustine, implies confirmation; and not 
only confirmation of the gift, but also the ful- 
ness of it. — It was therefore now as meeting 
them for the first time thus assembled, that our 
Lord by this act conveys to them His own 
Apostleship and Episcopacy. Then said Jesus 



ST. JOHN'S GOSPEL 111 

unto them again. Peace be unto you: as the 
Father hath sent me, even so I also send you. 
In order to prepare ihem for so great a gift, He 
first of all again pronounces His peace, in a 
higher, doubtless, and fuller sense than before. 
The repetition of it is, indeed, as if they had not 
before received this peace; and in this respect 
it is similar to many other gifts and promises, 
which are spoken of as if given and received for 
the first time, when already, in some measure, 
bestowed. Thus our Lord speak9 as of some- 
thing future, that they should believe in Him — 
that they should love Him — ^that He would 
manifest Himself unto them, although these 
things had existed before ; they had already be- 
lieved and loved Him, and He had already man- 
ifested Himself to them. And the reason of all 
this is, because His gifts are infinite, and all 
that is already given is as nothing in comparison 
with all which He has to bestow. As their 
former knowledge was as ignorance, their light 
as darkness, their faith as unl)elief , their love as 
no love, so the peace already given is as no 
peace, on account of the exceeding increase 
which He is able to confer. And moreover, 
when He before pronounced peace, they received 
it not from Him as Christ, for they thought 
Him a spirit, but now with fuller power they re- 
ceive it from Christ. In addition to which con- 
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eiderations, the declaration of peace in this 
place^ in connection with what follows, is evi- 
dently not only the divine benediction upon 
them, but also a conferring on them the power 
of priestly benediction as well as absolution: 
Peace be unto you: as the Father hath sent me, 
so I send you. TTe know/ says St. Augustine, 
^that He is equal to the Father, but these words 
indicate the Mediator between Ood and man, 
for He places Himself between the two; the 
Father sends me, and I send you/ " 

First Thought. — ^The Apostles on that Easter 
night were very far from having peace. The 
doors were shut where they were assembled for 
fear of the Jews, and strange tales had come to 
them of the empty tomb, and that the Lord had 
been seen by this one and that, though soon dis- 
appearing as inexplicably as He had appeared. 
If He were indeed risen would He return to 
them, and acknowledge them for His own, after 
their desertion of Him, and all their lack of 
faith? They could not but be greatly dis- 
quieted. Then, all at once. He was in their 
midst, despite the closed doors, and was saying, 
"Peace be unto you.^^ They were not yet quite 
able to receive that peace, for they thought His 
presence but an apparition, until He had shown 
them His hands and His side. Then, at last. 
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they were glad, and able to lay hold of 
peace in its fulness. 

This inheritance of peace which Christ left 
to His faithful ones ought always to be ours; 
He meant that we should have it, and when we 
fail to keep it, the fault is our own. Tet we are 
ever losing it through lack of trust in Him, 
through disloyalty to Him in act or in heart. 
And the result is that our lives are full of dis- 
quietude; earthly anxieties crowd them, and 
there is constantly present in the depths of 
the soul the yague sense of unfaithfulness to the 
Master, even though there be no especially 
grieyous sin upon the conscience. 

It is certain that He does not weary of com- 
ing to us with the message of peace. It may be 
ours always if we will have it so. He says, 
'Teace be unto you :** 

1. Whenever there is hearty turning back to 
Him in repentance of one's failure to trust, 
one's disloyalty of life or thought, with frank 
acknowledgment of all. 

2. Whenever there is the stedf ast readjusting 
of one's life, so as to put the eternal things, the 
things of the Master and His Church, into the 
first place, and keep them there. 

3. Whenever there is the honest amending of 
our disloyal ways. This is more than the pur- 
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pose to amend; there must be the actual./oc^ of 
amendment^ for that is always in the power of 
our will, reinforced by grace : we are to perse- 
vere in the effort till it is crowned with success. 

Second Thought. — ^To the Apostles He said 
the second time, "Peace be unto you/^ As the 
first gift of peace was their reconciliation to 
Him, and their absolution for the failure of 
their discipleship, so this second gift of peace 
was to be the foundation of all the great voca- 
tion He was about to assign them, the sure basis 
of their Apostolic commission. 

1. It wrought in them an unshakable convic- 
tion with regard to Himself that He was the 
very Lord Ood omnipotent, all-wise, and full of 
tenderest solicitude for His followers. 

2. It infused into them the consciousness 
that the work they were to do was His work, 
they but His agents and representatives, the in- 
struments it pleased Him to avail Himself of. 

3. And it filled them with an absolute assur- 
ance in their hearts, and a confidence which 
nothing could daunt, that they should always 
be personally sustained and supported by Him, 
He in them, they in Him. 

All of this is equally true for every genuine 
follower of the Master assigned a vocation great 
or small in His service, and sent forth to fulfil 
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it. To \iB, also, insigiiificant servants though 
we be, the gift of peace comes, makiiig us sure 
concerning Himself, imdoubting as to our work, 
and confident as to our own support in it unto 
the end. Ther^ can be no insuperable obstacle 
to our accomplishment of His will, for even 
mountains must move out of the path of faith. 
The]:e can be no impossible situations, for with 
Ood all things are possible. If man hinder and 
hurt us, if disease come, or poverty, or helpless- 
ness, the believer sees in every such thing only 
the opening out of his vocation; it was of the 
Master's plan that His disciple should glorify 
Him in suffering — ^that is the highest of all vo- 
cations. And if death ensue, the ending of the 
Master's own earthly work was the same. 

This great gift of peace He conveys to us in- 
creasingly as we live more and more spiritually. 
The true religious in the cloister recognizes 
the devotional part of his vocation to be the 
strength and support of all the rest, thence 
peace flows out. We are to find increasing peace 
through systematic resort to the confessional 
and to the Lord's table, through much prayer, 
through the constant effort to live always in the 
sense of the divine presence. 

Third Thought. — The outward and visible 
guide and stay of our discipleship here iu' the 
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world is the Church. One cannot live the de* 
vout life outside the ways of the Church. Noth- 
ing could be finer or more clear than the com- 
mission which the Master gave His Apostles so 
soon as He had bestowed upon them His gift of 
peace: ^^As my Father hath sent me^ even so 
send I you/' On that foundation the Catholic 
religion rests. Questions of unity, questions of 
authority and jurisdiction, questions of dis- 
cipline, need not disquiet us. Believers are 
human, and strifes and controversies are sure 
to be found among them while this world lasts. 
But the Apostolic foundation of the Church is 
unshakable, and in that is the security of our 
peace. The Catholic faith is unmistakable; 
there is no difficulty in ascertaining exactly 
what it is, as handed down from those whom the 
Master sent as He had been sent. The true 
ministry of Christ is easily authenticated. It is 
not hard for any true priest to show that he re- 
ceived his priesthood from one who lawfully 
held the Episcopate in well-attested succession 
from the Apostles. The same sacraments in all 
essential particulars are recognized as such, and 
used in all parts of the Church. Finally her 
worship everywhere throughout the Catholic 
world is the celebration of that great mystery 
which the Lord Himself ordained when He said, 
"Do this in remembrance of me.'' 



CLXXXIIL 

''And wh«n H« had Mid this, H« braathad on 
them, and taith unto thorn, Roooivo yo tho Holy 
Qhoot. Whoso ooovor sins yo romit, thoy aro 
romittod unto thorn; and whoso soovor sino yo 
rotain, thoy aro rotainod." — St. John zz. 22, 23. 

Exposition. — Isaac WilliamB says: ^'Theio 
are peculiar significancies which mark the time 
and circumstances of the gift. It was on pay- 
ing the ransom and breaking the bonds of death, 
that He instantly, as it were, and at once, to the 
assembled Church confers His gifts and powers 
of forgiveness. They are likewise the especial 
gifts and powers of Christ; He had said that He 
would send the Holy Ghost from the Father, 
and that the Father would send Him in His 
name ; and here, by imparting the Holy Ghost, 
He showed that the Holy Ghost proceeded from 
the Son as well as from the Father. But now 
He imparts the Spirit in a peculiar and especial 
connection with the forgiveness of sins, and 
therefore He is here given by Christ Himself; 
for though the Three Persons be One in sancti- 
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fying. the Church, yet these powers are the ful- 
filment of what He had already been showing 
and declaring in all His ministry, that the Son 
of man hath power on earth to forgive sins. 
And these were now more fully to be exercised, 
when, as He soon after states, all power in 
heaven and on earth is given Him in His king- 
dom as God and Man. For no one can forgive 
sins but God only. The Son of man, as God and 
Man, bears the keys, and commits them to His 
Church on earth. This general view of the sub- 
ject falls in with the consent of sacred antiquity. 
^This corporeal breathing,^ says St. Augustine, 
Vas not the substance, of the Holy Spirit, but 
the demonstration, by means of a suitable signi^ 
fication, that the Holy Spirit proceeded not only 
from the Father, but also from the Son.^ 'And 
yet,^ says St. Chrysostom, 'a person would by no 
means be in error, who says that they did then 
receive some power of spiritual grace, not for 
raising the dead and working miracles, but for 
forgiving sins; for the gifts of the Spirit are 
manifold ; and therefore He adds. Whose soever 
sins ye remit, they are remitted. For the power 
of working miracles was that which was given 
after the forty days, when they received power 
from on high.* And St. Augustine, in another 
place, that 'this gift of the Spirit was in order 
for that which immediately ensues, of the remisr 
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sion and retaining of sins/ Thus also St. Am- 
brose, when speaking of the promise of the Holy 
Spirit in St. Luke, and the gift of the Holy 
Spirit in St. John says; 'There seems no contra- 
diction, since there are diversities of graces. 
One operation He breathed into them there, 
another He promised here. In the former the 
grace of remitting sins was given, which seems 
more confined, and therefore is breathed into 
them by Christ, that you may believe the Holy 
Spirit to be of Christ, to be from God : for God 
alone f orgiveth sins. But St. Luke describes the 
pouring forth the grace of speaking with 
tongues.^ And St. Athanasius in like manner, 
that, 'as our Lord, by making clay to anoint the 
eyes of the blind man, showed that He was the 
Maker of mankind : so by breathing on His dis- 
ciples, did He show that it is He Who gives men 
the breath of life ; as formerly He breathed into 
Adam. By His saying. Receive ye the Holy 
Ohoat, He gave them power and grace to forgive 
sins ; but by the coming of the Holy Ghost He 
gave them the virtue of Baptism, and of work- 
ing miracles.^ And indeed St. Augustine 
speaks of this being a gift of the Spirit so dis- 
tinct from that power with which they should 
be endued from on high, as Christ afterwards 
promised, that with reference to the words the 
Spirit was not yet given, becaiLse thai Jesus was 
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not yet glorified, he adds, ^Twice was He glori- 
fied, and twice was the Spirit given. First, at 
His resurrection was He glorified, and said, Be- 
ceive ye the Holy Ghost; secondly, at His ascen- 
sion, when He entered into His glory, and sent 
down the Holy Spirit. Once more will He be 
glorified, at the day of judgment/ '^ 

Sadler says: '^his breathing was their full 
ordination to the Apostolic office, which is the 
first of the gifts of the Spirit to man. It ap- 
pears then that by this breathing they received 
the grace of the Holy Spirit to perform all 
Apostolic duties and functions, such as ruling 
the Church, appointing and regulating its pas- 
tors, government, ordinances, and worship ; and, 
as all the ministry was then contained in them, 
they received the full grace of the Christian 
ministry to be in time to come conveyed by them 
to those whom they ordained to any office or 
work, as each office required. The Pentecostal 
gift consisted rather of visible powers, such as 
the gift of tongues, working of miracles, and so 
on, to enable them to exercise tiieir ministry on 
the scale, and with the astonishing success, 
which we read of at the planting of the Church. 
This breathing then betokened a special gift to 
them as Apostles, whereas the Pentecostal gift 
was on them and the whole Church, to enable 
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that Church to exhibit the miraculous powers 
and the fruits of holiness by which it began to 
subdue the world/' 

First Thought — ^A very great and very 
blessed sacerdotal power was conveyed to the 
Apostles by this breathing on them by the 
Master with the words, **Beceive ye the Holy 
Ghost;'' for the Holy Ohost is the omnipotent 
and ail-wise divine Spirit. Therefore it is the 
belief of the Church that her ministry is super- 
naturally endowed from on high, through suc- 
cession from the Apostles thus commissioned, to 
dispense unstintedly all the pardoning and 
strengthening grace won for men by the cross 
of Christ. The minister of the Church repre- 
sents the Master, and is mighty in the power of 
the Holy Ohost, not in his own person, but in 
his office. If he be ignorant and unfit to in- 
struct others, it may be to the great damage of 
his own sold, and may come up in the judgment 
against the bishop who ordained him, not first 
satisfying himself as to such a man's fitness for 
the ministry; but the people among whom he 
serves suffer no loss of the means of grace, so 
long as he regularly fulfils his function among 
them. Even though he be at heart an impeni- 
tent sinner, damning his soul with sevenfold 
condemnation every time he approaches the 
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altar to celebrate, every time he gives a penitent 
absolution — ^nevertheless, if he perform duly the 
part assigned him by the Church, his people 
suffer no spiritual loss, the Holy Ohost makes 
good all that our Lord Christ has promised. 

1. How eagerly and persistently ought such 
a ministry as that here bestowed by our Lord, 
be resorted to by the faithful ! What inestim- 
able treasures of pardon and strength it must 
hold in store for them ! 

2. How grievous a thing it must be to use 
such treasures of grace and blessing lightly and 
unpreparedly, as if the gifts of the Holy Ohost 
were common things! Woe to the priest who 
belittles his ministry; woe to the people who 
avail themselves of the sacraments, and make 
no effort to live spiritual lives ! 

3. How grievous must be the sacrilege com- 
mitted by one, priest or layman, who, having re- 
ceived the gifts of the Holy Ohost, some of 
which as Baptism, Confirmation, and Orders, 
impart indelible character, wills to leave that 
part of the Church in which he has received 
them, in order to be admitted into a Com- 
munion in which he is called upon to cast all 
that he has so received away, as worse than 
nothing, as unreal and a cheat Is not this to 
sin against the Holy Ohost? 
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Second Thought — ^A vast power of pardoning 
grace is here lodged by onr Lord in His Church 
to be dispensed by His priests; yet it may only 
be thus dispensed by them according to His or- 
dinance; no one is free to use it according to 
his own will. The general absolutions are given 
to the congregation in the public services, sup- 
plying healing and strength of a very real sort 
to all those who are present in the state of grace, 
and so fitted to partake of the heavenly gift. 

If one be not in the state of grace, he is called 
upon by the Church to seek the individual min- 
istrations of the priest, in the sacrament of Pen- 
ance. Therein, upon due evidence of penitence 
accompanying his confession, the sinner finds 
absolution, and is restored to the state of grace. 
It is not to be forgotten, however, that if there 
be no genuine repentance, no hearty purpose of 
amendment on the part of the sinner, the abso- 
lution received in the confessional profits him 
nothing. We are not on that account to be cast 
down when in our hearts we doubt the depth of 
our .compunction for our sins, and realize the 
weakness of our purpose to amend our ways. 
God is very pitiful, and accepts imperfect con- 
trition if it be accompanied by frank confession; 
and even very inadequate amendment, if there 
be persevering effort to do better. 
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One can hardly lay too much stress upon the 
goodness of (Jod in thus providing us with a 
sacrament for our restoration to the state of 
grace after we have fallen from it ; and a sacra- 
ment too which may be resorted to so often as 
we will. How melancholy it is that so many re- 
fuse to make use of it ! 

Third Thought — ^There is further a warning 
of impending judgment in the words of the 
Lord, ^TV^hose soever sins ye retain, they are re- 
tained/^ The Church has power to bind the 
wilful sinner in his evil ways and to deliver him 
over to Satan, until he shdli repent ; she devout- 
ly hoping that he may do so before it be too late. 
This is the power of excommunication which 
the Church is ever slow to use. 

But her priests, appointed to deal with indi- 
vidual souls, have power to retain men's sins 
through refusing them absolution ; and this may 
be done when there is strong evidence that there 
is no real repentance, perhaps unwillingness to 
make reparation for wrong acknowledged, or to 
put away evil courses. 

Far more often men themselves invoke the re- 
taining of their sins. For this is true when in 
our hearts, no matter what may be our outward 
conformity to devout ways, we refuse to forsake 
habits of sin which are pleasant to us, as pride. 
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worldly pursuits and pleasures^ or sensual in- 
dulgence. There are professing Christians who 
are not willing to surrender long-cherished sin- 
ful ways: no absolution can profit these; God 
takes half service from no man. Yet again^ men 
retain their own sins who refuse in their hearts 
to forgive such as have injured or offended 
them: no confession can remove a single sin 
from the soul of the unforgiving. 



CLXXXIV. 

"And after eight days again Hit diaeiplet were 
within, and Thomae with them: then came Jeeue, 
the doors being shut, and stood in the midst, and 
said, Peace be unto you. Then saith He to 
Thomas, Reach hither thy finger and behoid my 
hands; and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it 
into my side: and be not faithiess, but beiieving." 
— St. John xz. 26, 27. 

Exposition. — Isaac Williams says: "Again, 
with the same indications of His Godhead^ 
which St. John delights to record, and His 
spiritual Body, when the doors are closed, He 
appears, and stands in the midst, declaring 
peace. And this peace is now, in the continuous 
narrative of St. John, declared the third time, 
the full and divine confirmation of Evangelical 
peace. Of the Church itself, let down from 
heaven in the vision of St. Peter, and the an- 
nouncement of the reception of the Oentiles, it 
is added And this was done three times. That 
vessel, as it had been a great sheet, hath been let 
down even unto us, and taken us (Jentiles into 
it; how shall we not therefore have this peace, 
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which passeth all nnderstanding, thns divinely 
confirmed to us by Christ Himself, on His own 
Sunday, on the eighth day. Himself in the midst 
of His Church, pronouncing the fulness of 
peace; He Who is the Same yesterday, and to- 
day, and forever; past, present, and to come, in 
threefold Power. Then saith He unto Thomas, 
Reach hither thy finger, and behold my hands; 
and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into 
my side: and be not faithless, but believing. 
The word seeing, or beholding, is of course here 
used, as St. Augustine observes, and as it often 
is, for all the senses. And indeed as afterwards 
in this passage, because thou hast seen, thou hast 
believed: where more than seeing is implied. 
With regard to the finger first mentioned, and 
afterward the hand, it is observed that the finger 
would exactly correspond with the hole of the 
nails ; and in the same manner, the open hand to 
the flat point of the spear. But of course in re- 
curring to the very same words which St. 
Thomas had before used, our Lord is, at the 
same time, expressing His own divine knowl- 
edge and omnipresence ; intimating that He not 
only knew their thoughts when seen by them, 
but that He was at all times present with them : 
not only as the Psalmist says : Thou understand- 
est my thoughts long before, but also, There is 
not a word in my tongue, but Thou, Lord, 
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knowest it altogether. Thou art about my paih. 
^He waits not/ says St. Chrysostom, ^to be asked 
of him, nor to hear anything of this kind, which 
he might say, but when he had said nothing. He 
anticipates him, and fulfils his desire : showing 
that even when He spake these things to the dis- 
ciples. He wag present : for He makes use of the 
very same words/ Whether St. Thomas did 
accept his Lord's gracious invitation to handle 
and feel His Body, is not recorded; ^t is not 
mentioned,' says St. Augustine, ^that Thomas 
did touch His side,' and therefore he thinks that 
the expression, thou hast seen, indicates literally 
that he had seen only, and not touched. Yet 
one would naturally have inferred, that such a 
commandment of our Lord was obeyed; and 
that this obedience is to be taken for granted, 
even in the Evangelist's silence. Indeed one 
supposes that obedient action and gesture of the 
disciple to be accompanied in adoration with his 
words that follow." 

Sadler comments as follows: ^^What is the 
significance of Thomas being now with them? 
Very great indeed. It is a proof that he had not 
forsaken, but yet adhered to, the Apostolic fel- 
lowship. He could not but believe that there 
had been some extraordinary manifestation of 
the Lord. They could not have all been de- 
ceived by a cerebration, or a subjective illusion ; 
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and so he felt how dangerous it was to separate 
himself from the special meetings of his 
brethren; and so the merciful Lord more than 
made up to him the loss. — Notice how our Lord 
here regards as faithlessness or unbelief a doubt 
of the reality of His resurrection in the same 
Body in which He had suffered; and now He 
regards as faith or belief an acceptance of every 
revelation of Himself which He is pleased to 
make. We have noticed how this is the faith 
which is recognized and demanded all through 
this Gospel, We have noticed how, when the 
Lord sets Himself forth as the Bread of Life, 
and asserts that Bread to be His Flesh, He re- 
quires belief in it : how when He sets forth Him- 
self as the Besurrection and the Life, He re- 
quires belief in that. And now, when He is set- 
ting forth His resurrection in His real but 
spiritualized and glorified Body, He requires 
specific belief in that.*' 

First Thought, — Our Lord delights to come 
to His loyal ones always with the message of 
peace ; whether it be to reassure them after times 
of great disquietude, and the sense of having 
been so unfaithful to Him that they deserve to 
be forsaken; whether to lift up their hearts and 
fill them with courage and high purpose for the 
great vocation He would assign them; or 



130 SPIRITUAL STUDIES IN 

whether, as now at this third utterance, ^Teace 
be unto you," for the sake especially of such 
doubting ones as unhappy Thomas, to draw back 
gently and lovingly, with cheering encourage- 
ment those whose faint hearts have made them 
well-nigh lose the divine presence altogether. 

It is to be feared that many of us are like St. 
Thomas, in this regard. The plain teachings of 
the Master concerning the wonders of His re- 
ligion, and the omnipotence of faith in Him, 
are too high for us. The experiences of the 
saints, who in all ages have made test of the ex- 
ceeding great and precious promises, and never 
found them lacking, do not appeal to us con- 
vincingly. We demand in our hearts personal 
proof of the love of His dealings with ourselves; 
that the nail prints remain for us in the holy 
hands. We insist that it must be made plain to 
us that His heart-love for His people is not less 
than it was in the day of His crucifixion; that 
the pierced side is still open, throbbing with 
deepest affection still for each one of His chil- 
dren, no matter how deeply that one may have 
sinned. We cannot but fear lest it be possible 
to exhaust the Saviour's compassion through 
long-continued hardness of heart and unbelief. 

St. Thomas' salvation was his holding fast to 
the Church. In his doubt and discouragement 
he had failed to be with the rest on Easter night 
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when the Lord first appeared in their midst; 
but now he had returned, and would no longer 
separate himself from them. Our security in 
all our doubtings and discouragements is to hold 
fast to the Church, and to walk on stedfastly in 
her ways. Then His peace shall not desert us : 
little by little, more and more, it shall steal into 
and overspread our souls. That peace is the 
pledge of the solution of our difficulties in QoA'b 
good time; we may have to wait long for that 
solution, but His peace, which comes through 
docile walking in the ways of holy Church, is 
ever the harbinger of light upon all the dark 
places. 

Second Thought. — The Master graciously 
accepted the presumptuous challenge of the 
doubting disciple, but not after the sort St. 
Thomas had in mind. So too does He conde- 
scend to our littleness, to our querulous demand 
that He should make His pitifulness plain to 
us. 

1. ^TEleach hither thy finger,^* He seems to 
say still: behold the Master's wounded hands. 
What mean those nail prints? The exceeding 
grievousness of men's deeds against the good 
Gk>d; our individual acts of sin. We should 
point the finger of strict self-examination at all 
our sinful ways. How many and how grievous 
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they are! How great then must be the love 
which still keeps those nail-prints open, in order 
that they may plead irresistibly for the pardon 
of our souls. 

2, ^^Eeach hither thy hand, and thrust it into 
my side/* That gaping wound over the 
Saviour's heart was caused by man's unloving- 
ness, his utter failure to love God with heart, 
and mind, and soul, and strength; his utter lack 
of neighbourly love for his fellows. Then, 
soul, let thine hand, thine own wilful misdoing, 
give evidence of the grievousness of the wound 
in the Master's side caused by these. How much 
hast thou loved God ? how great love for thy fel- 
low men has hitherto been shown forth in thy 
life ? How happy a thing it is then for thee that 
the blessed heart-wound of the Master has not 
been obliterated, but is still pleading for thee, 
interceding mightily for all thy unlovingness. 
So does He in His own wonderful way bring 
home to our hearts, as once He did to the heart 
of St. Thomas, the infinite loving-kindness and 
inezhaustibleness of the divine pity. 

Third Thought — It is easy to be faithless, it 
is hard to be believing; the things of sense press 
so insistently upon us, and the spiritual things 
seem so far away, so unreal. After all what does 
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our religion amount to but the effort to live 
loyally to those precepts of high unselfishness 
which the Master taught ? Is there any reality 
of the personal work of our Lord in heaven even 
now^ of His efficacious dealing with us as indi- 
viduals through the sacraments ? '^Be not faith- 
less but believing :'' be sure that the same 
mighty energy of the cross^ which won for us 
salvation so long ago^ continues to work with 
undiminished power in heaven and on earth. 

1. Believe that the risen Master is still at the 
Father^s right hand, making intercession for us, 
nding His Church with divine omnipotence, 
never for a moment abdicating His throne. 

2. Believe that in His glorified Body there 
on high, the prints of the holy wounds yet re- 
main, with all their revelation of the infinity of 
piiy and pardon towards us; those in the divine 
hands telling of the prevailing power of His 
pleading for us ; that in the divine side of the 
prevailing love, which triumphs over all our 
baseness, our ingratitude and hard-heartedness, 
if only we be found penitent in the hour of 
death. 

3. Believe that that all prevailing power, and 
that all prevailing love are ours day by day, to 
avail ourselves of unto salvation; so that we may 
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reach forth the finger and behold His hands> the 
hand and thrust it into His side^ in very truth, 
whenever we devoutly approach the sacraments 
of the Church. 



CLXXXV. 

"And Thomas answered and said unto Him, My 
Lord and my Qod. Jesus saith unto him, Thomas, 
because thou hast seen m; thou hast believed; 
blessed are they that have not seeh, and yet have 
believed/'— 43t John zz. 28-29. 

Exposition. — ^Isaac Williams says: "Thus 
He Who ever educeth good out of evil, from the 
very infirmity and weakness of His disciple, 
hath given encouragement and consolation to all 
believers to the end of the world, who need not 
evidence. Thus out of very weakness He brings 
forth strength, from frail elements works the 
perfection of His Church, and stablishes the 
good of His elect. And in all our Lord's deal- 
ings with St. Thomas himself, we are furnished 
with the most lively and affecting example of 
the good Shepherd Who seeks out His sheep that 
have been scattered in the dark day. Blessed 
are they who are thus carried back by Him to 
His Father's fold; but more blessed are they 
who have not strayed from it in unbelief. 'It 
is probable/ says St. Ghrysostom, speaking of 
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St. Thomas^ ^that he had not then returned from 
the dispersion that had taken place. But do 
thou^ in seeing the unbelieving disciple^ observe 
the loving kindness of his Lord^ and how, even 
for one disciple. He shows Himself with His 
wounds, coming forward to save even one, and 
that one more dull and slow of faith than the 
rest, and, therefore, seeking for evidence even 
through the duller and grosser senses.' Such 
holy writers delight to dwell on the lesson of 
wisdom conveyed to us thereby, while they ex- 
cuse the weakness of the Apostle. ^Not by acci- 
dent,' says St. Gregory, T)ut by divine dispensa- 
tion, did this take place; for in a wonderful 
manner was it brought about by the mercy from 
above, that while that doubtful disciple was feel- 
ing the bodily wounds in his Master, he was 
healing in us the wounds of unbelief. For the 
unbelief of Thomas was of more avail towards 
establishing the faith, than even the faith of the 
disciples who believed; for while he, by feeling 
and handling is brought back to the faith, by 
the putting away of all doubt our mind is estab- 
lished in faith.' And of the fulness of St. 
Thomas's belief afterwards they say much. 'He 
saw and touched Him as man,' says St. Augus- 
tine, %ut believed Him as God Whom he saw 
not nor touched, but through what, he saw and 
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touched^ be believed tbe otber also^ having cast 
all doubt aside/ And Tbeophylact, that, Tie 
who before had been unbelieving, now shows 
himself the best of divines, for he declares the 
twofold nature and one substance of Christ; for 
by saying my Lord, he confesses His human 
nature, and by sa3ring my Gk)d, His divine ; con- 
fessing One and the Same to be both God and 
Lord/ And indeed unless his acknowledgment 
was of something above and beyond what his 
senses testified, it is not properly to be called 
faith at all; for, as St. Gregory observes, 'Since 
the Apostle says, faiih is the substance of things 
hoped for, the evidence of things not seen, it is 
clear that things which are seen, are no longer 
subjects of faith, but of knowledge.^ And after- 
wards, 'Very gladdening is that which follows : 
Blessed are they who have not seen and yet have 
believed: for in this sentence we are especially 
designated who retain in mind Him Whom we 
have not seen in the flesh. We are designated, 
that is to say, if we follow up our faith by works, 
for he truly believes who by working puts in 
practice that which he believes.* '' 

Hengstenberg comments as follows: "Blessed 
are they that have not seen, a/nd yet have be- 
lieved. Christ recognizes therefore that faith 
also which has sight for its condition. That He 
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will receive to Himself the well-dispoBed though 
weak in f aith^ that He will help their unbelief 
by actual demonstration, is a blessed truth, of 
which His treatment of Thomas is a most con- 
solatory pledge. But the Lord places higher 
that faith which is present and energetic before 
sight comes. Thomas is here blamed for not ex- 
hibiting that faith." 

And Stier: ^* Assuredly when the Lord ap- 
pears and speaks, no man can be guiltless who 
rejects Him. When He says. Be not faithless 
but believing, we learn that unbelief is essen- 
tially and internally a matter of the will at last. 
But there is a not able, which in the estimate of 
mercy is clearly distinguished from that wicked 
not willing, though the line of distinction be not 
easily discerned by man. Our own experience 
teaches us how subtle is the intermingling of the 
two, and bids us confidently leave to the Search- 
er of hearts the final abandonment of the sinner 
— Thou wouldest not/' 

Sadler says: ''It is to be noticed that the 
benediction of the Lord makes the later genera- 
tions of Christians more on an equality with 
those in the Apostolic times. They saw, and be- 
lieved ; we, if we are faithful, have this advant- 
age over them, in that we now walk more com- 
pletely by faith, not by sight. Our faith may 
be the nobler, and win more favour from God. 



» 
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First Thought. — ^The divine reyelation calls 
supremely for faith on our part. It is quite be- 
yond the realm of our experience, it is not veri- 
fiable by our human methods; we have to take 
it upon the testimony of our Lord and His 
Apostles. And there are many things in it very 
difficult to our human understanding. Thus 
our Lord gives us the opportunity of winning 
the blessing of those who have not seen, and yet 
have believed. There is for example the 
doctrine of the Trinity, that God is Three Per- 
sons in One Substance. It is utterly incom- 
prehensible, one says; nevertheless we are 
to accept it by faith. There is the doc- 
trine of our Ix)rd's Beal Presence in the 
Blessed Sacrament. How can it be true ? Yet 
faith is. called upon to accept it. There is the 
doctrine of the eternal punishment of the 
wicked in hell. Our whole nature revolts at the 
thought of eternal punishment, yet we are 
bound to accept it as true, it is a part of the di- 
vine revelation. The mind of the disciple is in 
despair ; I cannot believe these things, he cries. 
But we are not called upon to picture the facts 
represented by these dogmas in devout imagina- 
tion — that is a rare and beautiful sort of faith 
vouchsafed to some, and at times, but not re- 
quired of any in order to win the blessing pro^ 
nounced by the Master upon those who have not 
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seen yet have believed : that would be but to be- 
lieve npon spiritual vision. It is true that we 
should not cease to try to have an adequate men- 
tal grasp of the supernatural facts presented to 
us in the divine revelation^ yet we may not suc- 
ceed in advancing very far along that line. The 
all-important thing, the sort of believing upon 
which our Lord insists, is the loyal ordering of 
our lives according to the supernatural facts re- 
vealed to us. 

1. That we take heed to give due honour and 
praise to all Three Persons of the Blessed Trin- 
ity, and cease not to thank Ood for our creation, 
our redemption, our sanctification. 

2. That we devoutly and frequently approach 
the holy Sacrament of the Altar, bending the 
knee before our Lord, and showing Him the 
same honour in His sacrament as if He were re- 
vealing Himself to us in His human form. 

3. That we with fear and trembling put away 
our sins by hearty repentance, as those who 
know they can only hope to escape hell through 
continuing always in the state of grace. 

Second Thought, — ^We are also called upon to 
dem6n8trate our faith in more homely fashion. 
It is not easy to trust Ood quite simply and un- 
falteringly in the affairs of every day life. Here 
too all of us have the opportunity of winning the 
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blessing of those who have not seen, yet have be- 
lieved. There are many and very gracious 
promises made by our Lord of succour and de- 
fence on behalf of His people ; nevertheless the 
promises seem to us very slow of fulfilment. 
Prayers are not answered, apparently; temporal 
affairs go from bad to worse, so tiiat penury 
stares many a devout believer in the face; all 
manner of calls come to us from our neighbours 
in distress, but we feel that there is not enough 
for us and them; we are too poor to help any 
one else. If one could see his way through the 
impending troubles, if one could realize that his 
prayers were being answered, there would be no 
faith, that would be sight, and the opportimity 
of winning the blessedness gone. What then are 
we to do, in order to show our faith ? 

1. Gk) right on praying, undauntedly, for 
years it may be, insisting on it to ourselves that 
Ood is answering. The manner of His answer 
is unimportant; He must surely bring to pass 
the right result. 

2. Trying to be quite undisturbed by the 
narrowing of earthly conditions, but accommo- 
dating ourselves to them as best we can, content 
to live from day to day, and thanking God al- 
ways that He spares us, and has never yet de- 
serted us. 
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3. Hesitating not to divide whatever one has 
with his needy neighbour, thankful that one is 
able to do at least a little to help, and quite fear- 
less as to one's own future. 

Third Thought — ^The lesson is too hard for 
most of us to learn very perfectly. We only 
come to any sense of restful confidence in Him 
after He has unweariedly shown us how we can 
trust Him during long years of life here. We 
but get a feeble faith in our later years through 
having been many times made to see. Tet there 
is blessedness even in this feeble faith. It is the 
blessedness which St. Thomas experienced that 
day, and indeed his fellow Apostles likewise, for 
they too had to be reassured by sight many times 
before they learned to trust their Lord without 
sight. We must be content then to go on as 
children, learning our lesson little by little, 
from day to day, only determined that we shall 
know it perfectly some day. Faith is largely a 
matter of the will. We can force ourselves to 
believe, if we be but in earnest enough about it. 

Every time we persist in prayer, though we 
see no sign of any answer, despite the fact that 
we have asked for this thing many times al- 
ready, we give proof of faith. 

Every time we accept contentedly a fresh fail- 
ure in our temporal conditions, a further 
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hardening of our lot^ though we seemed to have 
already reached the end of endurance, we de- 
monstrate our faith. 

Every time we set ourselves to minister to 
some neighbour in distress out of our own help- 
lessnessy we manifest the faith which pleases 
God. 



CLXXXVI- 

"But when the morning was now oome, Jetut 
stood on the shore: but the disciples knew not 
that it was Jesus. Then Jesus saith unto them. 
Children, have ye any meat? They answered Him, 
No. And He said unto them, Cast the net on the 
right side of the ship, and ye shall, find. They 
cast therefore, and now they were not able to 
draw It for the multitude of fishes.''— St John 
xzl. 4-6. 

Exposition. — ^Isaac Williams says: "There 
appears a stranger in the dim twilight drawing 
their attention^ as it were^ to Himself, though 
they knew not who it was : as if coming, says St. 
Chrysostom, to the support of His disciples, who 
were labouring, and in difficulty : and their very 
difficulty and want of success before, was, as St. 
Gregory observes, in order to draw their minds 
to the greatness of the miracle He was about to 
work. But the disciples knew not that it was 
Jesus. Jesus therefore saith %mto them. Chil- 
dren, have ye anything to eatf Addressing 
them first, as St. Ghrysostom says, more after 
the manner of men, and as if He were a person 
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that wished to purchase of them. Thus was it 
for the third time that He came near unto them 
as one unknown, in order to draw out their 
affections after Him. While He spoke unto 
them from the shore, and they were near enough 
to address Him, like Mary Magdalene in tiie 
morning, and the disciples going to Emmaus, 
they neither discern His person, nor recognize 
His voice ; so enveloped was His risen Body with 
something which was divine, which He brought 
from the grave, that allowed not of human affec- 
tion but of divine love to discern it. As the 
gardener^ as a stranger, and now as one that 
would purchase: and recognized— once by the 
name by which He addressed; secondly, in the 
breaking of bread; and now by a miracle : first, 
by personal knowledge which He evinced; sec- 
ondly, in sacramental light; and thirdly, by the 
evidence of His power and goodness. He was 
on the land; they labouring on the sea: they 
amidst the storms of the world ; He, the Sun of 
righteousness, on the shore of the everlasting 
morning. He had Himself now passed the 
waves of this troublesome world; but had not 
forgotten those whom He had left on the waves : 
He was still with them in all their disappoint- 
ments, and now watching them from the shore. 
He addresses them as His children, as children 
of His Father, yea. He is Himself also in some 
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sense, the Everlasting Father, the Prince of 
Peace. Blessed term of endearing parental 
affection, which He is again to repeat to them 
when they shall have arrived at that shore where 
He is going to prepare a place for them, where 
He shall say again, Come, ye blessed children of 
my Father. 

"Jesus said unto them. Children, have ye any 
meat? addressing them as a grave and affection- 
ate Elder might do, with that tender title which 
the beloved disciple ever delights himself to use. 
They answered Him, No. He said unto them. 
Cast ye the net on the right side of the ship, and 
ye shall find. The object of this miracle, 
humanly speaking, might be simply that, as they 
did not recognize Him, they might be induced 
to do so by a sign, like the former manifestation 
of Himself, by touch and feeling; and also that 
the sign might be a confirmation of their faith 
in His divine power and goodness, like His other 
miracles. 

^Moreover, as in the former manifestations 
of Himself, it serves as a previous preparation of 
their faith, before they come into the immediate 
presence of His glorified Body; so that they 
might look to Him with reverence and adora- 
tion, before His approach. The miracle also, 
we may conclude, contained within it lessons 
of obvious instruction, as the other signs of His 
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resurrection had done. And, no doubt, like that 
former miracle of the same kind, in His early 
ministry, its more obvious intention was to teach 
them to have faith in Him as fishers of men; 
conveying by figure a typical promise, that 
though quite insufficient of themselves, and 
labouring in the night, yet in the power of His 
word they should at length prevail. Now noth- 
ing brings to light the secret import of the mys- 
tery, more than the comparison and juxtaposi- 
tion of these two miracles: and here there is a 
marked difference between the two; in the 
miraculous draught of the fishes in St. Luke it 
had been simply said, Let down your nets for a 
draught; neither right nor left was specified; 
but here it is Cast ye the net on the right side. 
This circumstance both Augustine and Gregory 
particularly notice ; for, on the former occasion, 
there was set forth the Church visible, the net 
spoken of in parable as gathering of every Jdnd, 
and being filled with had and good; and the net 
therefore, is thrown, as it were, at random, 
neither to the right or left. But here, where the 
Church invisible of the elect is represented, such 
as is filled only with those that are finally saved, 
and come to the land of everlasting life, it is 
said. Cast ye on the right side. Here is choice 
and election as designed in secret knowledge by 
Christ Himself.-^At the time in which these 
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figures are to be fulfilled^ and to which this mys- 
terious miracle refers. He shall set His sheep on 
His right hand, and tiie goats on His left. Then 
shall the King say to them on His right hand, 
Come, ye blessed children of my Father'* 

First Thought. — ^The word with which the 
Master addresses the toiling Apostles is a very 
tender and gracious one : ^^Children/^ It tells 
at once of His own greatness, how far above 
them He is in power and dignity, and of His 
condescension, in being filled with solicitude on 
their behalf. That the Apostles did not then 
and there recognize their Lord because of that 
one word is remarkable, yet it is only in line 
with all their slowness of heart concerning Him. 
They were as men stunned by all they had gone 
through. 

But the use of that name for them by Him 
should make us remember always the exceeding 
glory and dignity of His person. There ought 
to be no room in our religion for familiarity in 
our approach to Gk>d. There should indeed be 
the utmost confidence of affection, as of chil- 
dren approaching a parent of whose love they 
are sure, yet never without holy fear. Children 
do often fail to reverence their earthly parents, 
but that is not a lovely thing to see. Our free- 
dom of access to the Master is great, neverthe- 
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less He is on the shore of eternity, we yet on the 
troublesome waves of this swiftly-passing world. 
We can only have power to speak with Him 
through His condescension. We ought never to 
cease to wonder at the fact of our being per- 
mitted to pray. We should fear the withdrawal 
of our privilege ; we should be afraid of presum- 
ing in our prayers : yet His condescension must 
take away that fear if only we are ever heedful 
to be reverent. Again the use of that name 
'^Children/^ is the guarantee to us always of His 
solicitude on our behalf; He cannot rest till He 
help us when we are in trouble. So from the 
mountain top in Galilee He once saw His dis- 
ciples toiling upon the sea, rowing helplessly 
against a contrary wind, and He went imto them 
walking on the sea. He only waits to succour 
us imtil the right disposition for profitably re- 
ceiving that succour be foimd in our hearts. 

Second Thought — His question reveals the 
first stage in that right disposition of heart 
which is required on our part: "Have ye any 
meat ?^' It is literally. Have ye anything to eat 
with the bread, that is, anything to sweeten and 
add savour to the bare necessary sustenance of 
life? There was doubtless hidden in the ques- 
tion. Have ye any solace yet of your grief be^ 
cause of my taking away, any illumination of 
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that perplexity which Easter day brought you, 
with its strange tales and marvellous appear- 
ances ? The Apostles did not grasp that mean- 
ing of the Lord's words at first; yet they had 
had discouraging experience enough with their 
all-nighf s unsuccessful fishing to make them 
say, "No," in sad tones. Most souls come but 
slowly to the consciousness that they have noth- 
ing to eat with the bread ; that life is very hard 
and wholly lacking in adequate compensations. 
Youth often finds the world very bright, full of 
love, of pleasure, of beautiful things and happy 
days. But they are not unalloyed joys. They 
evoke longings they cannot satisfy ; they almost 
always have some reaction; there i$ a worm at 
the heart of the flower, an evil taste in the 
mouth on the day after the one which g^med 
perfect. The sweetest things are found to evoke 
rivali^ies, and jealousies, and self-seeking. Older 
folk who have been successful, turn away from 
what the world calls their good things, to seek 
the simple and i^uiet pleasures their riches can 
not buy. They have not found anything to eat 
with the bread. Those who have gone on into 
old age live longingly in the past, dwelling upon 
the dear ones who are gone from them, and the 
happy experiences which can never be recalled. 
But does not their religion satisfy such souls, 
if they are earnestly trying to live as good Chris- 
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tians; do they not there find something to eat 
with the bread ? Often it seems to be true that 
religion fails people with advancing years, and 
instead of comforting them becomes no more 
than a dead f orm^ to which they cling with a 
superstitious feeling that it will stand them in 
good stead when they come to die. 

Third Thought — ^The Master's further word 
makes plain what more is needed, that His fol- 
lowers may find the consolation He yearns to 
bestow upon them. ^^Cast the net on the right 
side of the ship, and ye shall find." Ood's king- 
dom is indeed all about us, as the sea about the 
disciples' boat, but His kingdom of peace and 
heart-rest is only on the right hand, where the 
blessed dwell. If one would have His full con- 
solation, one must separate himself wholly in 
heart from this world's things. ^^Our citizen- 
ship is in heaven." We are not to suflEer our- 
selves to be absorbed by temporal matters; we 
are never to permit ourselves to be disturbed by 
them. They are the most transient of condi- 
tions; why should we be aflEected in spirit by 
them? 

The believer's first and all-absorbing thought 
must be the glory and honour of God, the prais- 
ing of Him, the constant resorting to Him, the 
ceaseless effort to advance His kingdom and His 
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service, the spreading abroad of His Charch, 
and her all-satisfying ways. One thus employed 
finds indeed something to eat with the bread. 
Then again, the believer's second all-absorbing 
thought, which conflicts not in any wise with 
the firsl^ must be the soul-welfare of his fellow 
men. They too are the Master's children, and 
we cannot love Him if we do not love them. 
There must be consideration of the temporal 
needs of our neighbour, but always with the 
further thought of his soul's salvation. Those 
thus occupied find enough to eat with the bread. 

Finally, the believer's third all-absorbing 
thought, which militates not against the others 
but rather supplements them, must be the sav- 
ing of his own soul, the ceaseless battle with be- 
setting temptation, the tireless effort to build 
up within the Christ-likeness. He who is thus 
engaged never lacks the meat which satisfies. 



CLXXXVII. 

"At soon then at they were come to land, they 
saw a fire of ooals there, and fish laid thsreon, and 
bread. Jesus salth unto them. Bring of the fish 
which ye have now caught. Simon Peter went up, 
and drew the net to land full of great fishes, an 
hundred and fifty and three: and for ail there were 
so many, yet was not the net broken. Jesus salth 
unto them. Come and dine. And none of the dis- 
ciples durst ask Him, Who art Thouf knowing 
that it was the Lord. Jesus then cometh, and 
taketh bread, and giveth them, and fish likewise." 
— St John zzl. 9-18. 

Exposition, — ^Isaac Williams comments as fol- 
lows : '^The first-fruits must be brought that all 
may be hallowed ; yet how true was it of these, 
All things come of Thee, and of Thine own do 
we give Thee. And as He seems to say by His 
Apostle^ Not that I speak in respect of want, for 
I have all and abound, and am full; — nor he^^ 
cause I desire a gift; but I desire fruit that m^ 
abound to your account, an odour of a sweet 
smell, a sacrifice acceptable unto Ood. But now 
what do these mysterious things signify? the 
broiled fish, evidently, as before, the Manhood 
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of Christy burnt up with the agony of His pas- 
Bion, offering Himself up through the Holy 
Spirit, Which is the divine Fire unto God ; and 
the bread added thereto intimates His Godhead, 
of which He says, / am the Bread which came 
down from hea4)en. His evidently not needing 
the other fish, which He had desired them to 
bring, arrests our thoughts more particularly to 
the mystery it implied : He needs not us to add 
to His blessedness, but we need Him. And 
again, the fish that are added are things of the 
same nature as the repast prepared. Behold, I 
and the children which God hath given me! As 
the children are partakers of flesh and bhod. He 
also took part of the same. Thai He by the 
grace of God should taste death for every man. 
For it became Him, for Whom are all things — 
in bringing many sons unto glory, to make the 
Captain of their salvation perfect through suf- 
ferings. For both He That sanctifieth, and they 
that are sanctified are ail of one. This it is that 
is set before us in so lively a manner hy this 
figure, namely, that Christ and His redeemed 
are one ; our sufferings in union with His made 
acceptable to Qoi; our manhood united in Him 
with Christ crucified; the broiled fish burnt up 
by the fire of His agonies, made perfect through 
sufferings: the bread His divinity united unto 
this; and moreoveif His Church incorporated 
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with Him, that it may attain eternal life. But 
it is only His chosen and sanctified ones that 
are offered with Him in sacrifice to God on the 
eternal shore. Noah, the eighth person, when 
in the ark of the Church visible, the Church of 
Baptism, had with him both dean and unclean; 
but Noi^, the eighth person, when he had gone 
forth from the ark, offers of the clean only in 
sacrifice to Ood. Thus also the numbered fish 
here set forth the chosen ones of Qoi/^ 

Sadler says: ^'They had been toiling for 
food all night, and at the last received an abun- 
dant recompense; but instead of waiting for 
this to be prepared, the Lord had already pro- 
vided a meal to which some of the fish which 
they had caught was to be added. The fruit of 
their own labours was to be joined to that which 
the Lord had provided on the shore. Thus in 
all their future labours Christ will give them 
that on which they have bestowed no labour, 
and yet to this will be added the fruits of their 
own toil, and yet even this will be the outcome 
of Christ's power rather than of their own en- 
deavours.'* 

And Isaac Williams again: ^^ Jesus saith 
unto them. Come and dine. Blessed are they 
that are called to the marriage supper of the 
Lamb. One can scarce forbear connecting it 
with other such invitations of Christ; as. Come 
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unto me, all ye that travail, and are heavy laden, 
and I will refresh you. Or with the voice of 
Wifldom, Come, eat of my bread, and drink of 
the wine which I have mingled. And such re- 
flections carry on our thoughts to that last 
gracious call. Come, ye blessed children of my 
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you. 
It is not said that He partook of this food with 
them, yet it may seem implied in the invitation. 
Come a/nd dine ; and St. Luke states on a former 
occasion, that at His own request He ate before 
them; and St. Peter speaks of the Apostles as 
those who did eat and drink with Him after He 
rose from the dead/' 

First Thought, — ^At the last day the Master 
will say to His Apostles, and to all who have 
been great missionaries of the Church, "Bring 
of the fish which ye have now caught,^' for He 
delights to do His faithful servants honour in 
the presence of their fellows, and it shall be the 
greatest glory of all loyal workers in that day, 
that they have helped many souls heavenward. 
But not only to the great missionaries will that 
word be spoken, but to every one of us ; nor to 
priests alone, but to each lay servant of Christ 
as well ; for none of us liveth to himself, and no 
man dieth to himself. We are social creatures, 
made so by Gk)d in order that our lives may act 
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and react one upon another. We all have power 
to influence our neighbours in greater or lees de- 
gree, and we shall surely be called upon to give 
account of what we have done for their souls' 
welfare in the day of our judgment. We may 
not ask with Cain^ "Am I my brother's keep- 
er?'' The teaching and example of our Lord 
have made that plain: no one may ignore the 
duiy of doing what UeB in his p^wTr to win 
souls for Christ. It is a very gracious thing 
that the Master condescends to put our work for 
Him along with His own. One cannot suppose 
He needed on that day by the sea of Galilee, to 
add to the fish which He had miraculously pro- 
vided for His disciples, a part of their catch 
also, because otherwise there had not been 
enough for all. He needs not our cooperation 
in missionary work in order to save the world, 
but it is very gracious and condescending of 
Him to avail Himself of it. We ought to feel 
we are greatly honoured in being called to take 
part in His work. 

When a king thus honours his subjects, there 
is responsibility laid upon the subject to re- 
spond to the favour shown him. A king's re- 
quest is a command, much more so is God's. 
We shall surely come into condemnation in the 
day of our judgment, if we have done nothing 
to further the spread of the kingdom. What if 
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here and now we were bidden from on high to 
bring of the fish we had caught, the souls we 
had led to Christ? How are we to fulfil our 
mission; how are we to show ourselves true 
fishers of men ? 

This soul was won by gracious corporal acts 
of mercy. Christ's servant showed so kind a 
heart, that the one whom he helped was drawn 
to the Master. This one was made to believe 
and to follow Christ by the wise and edifying 
speech of the believer who sought his souFs sal- 
vation. Another traces his conversion plainly 
to the influence of a holy example. And who 
shall enumerate the millions which have been 
brought to salvation through faithful and per- 
sistent prayer ! 

Second Thought, — ^After all it was the Lord 
Himself Who brought ihe great draught of 
fishes into the net of the Apostles ; nevertheless 
He says very graciously, ''Bring of the fish 
which ye have now caught/' as if He had had 
nothing to do with it, as if the work had all been 
their own. So does He Himself accomplish 
every good thing which any one of us seems to 
do, nevertheless He very lovingly credits it to 
us, as if it were really ours: this is surely for 
our sakes. 
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First, I suppose, because there is nothing so 
profitable for our souls as the development of 
brotherly love in them. The Lord is laying 
stress upon this all the time, as if it were the 
one thing needful — ^^^y this shall all men know 
that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one for 
another/' And St. John, in his Epistles, insists 
continually upon the same thing. We should 
never develop into Christ-like folk, did He not 
afford us' the opportunity of manifesting 
brotherly love. 

Secondly, because through the weakness of 
our poor humanity it would seem to be true that 
we can often help one another, when God can- 
not help. He is felt to be too great, too holy, too 
far removed from sinful man, to be welcomed 
when He would show mercy. This, of course, is 
not true absolutely, but to us it seems so, and 
Ood would let us have the blessedness of helping 
because we are peculiarly fitted to help in this 
case or that, and therefore especially called to do 
so. 

Yet again, by thus permitting us to do for 
our fellows, apparently unsustained by Him in 
the work. He gives us opportunity of acquiring 
great merit in Christ — only working in union 
with Him can we have any merit. — ^Leaving us 
to our own initiative, as it were. He delights to 
afford us great recompense of reward ; for they 
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that turn many to righteousness are to shine as 
the stars for ever and ever. 

Third Thought. — ^^'Come and dine/* He said 
to them. A very simple repast^ it was, bread 
and fish, yet full of mystic meaning and happy 
inspiration. For one cannot but think of the 
fish as Himself, it was always the symbol of the 
Lord Christ because of the letters with which it 
is spelled in the Greek language. And if the 
fish be the Master, we are the bread, in our com- 
monness and eartiiliness. Surely when He says 
"Come and dine,** He invites His faithful ones 
to find their lives sustained and glorified ever- 
more, even while they are here in this world, by 
their complete incorporation with Him. 

The bread of our common things, the matters 
of this present world, which of necessity absorb 
much of our time and attention, must ever be 
thought of by us as sanctified and ennobled 
through union with His life ; we are not left to 
take our bread without the fish, but the fish with 
the bread makes every hard and commonplace 
duty worthy and honourable, because He asso- 
ciates Himself with it, because He accepts it as 
done for Himself, and blesses it. 

And the fish, that is, every spiritual thing, 
prayer, worship, the sacraments, even the Most 
Holy Food of the altar, all these are by Him 
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very lovingly brought down within the reach of 
our common Ufe; the fish is given with the 
breads Not that we should look upon those 
high and heavenly things as common things; 
but that we should not be afraid to avail our- 
selves of them freely. He is pleased ever to 
sanctify our bread with the fish, and to give us 
the heavenly fish freely with our bread. 



CLXXXVIII. 

"80 when they had dined, Jesus salth to Simon 
Peter, SInrtoh, son of Jonas, lovest thou me more 
than these? He salth unto Him, Yea, Lord; Thou 
knowest that I love Thee. He salth unto him, Feed 
my lambs. He salth to him again the second time, 
Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? He salth 
unto Him, Yea, Lord, Thou knowest that i love 
Thee. He salth unto him. Feed my sheep. He 
salth unto him the third time, Simon, son of Jonas, 
lovest thou me? Peter was grieved because He 
said unto him the third time, Lovest thou me? 
And he said unto Him, Lord, Thou knowest all 
things; Thou knowest that I love Thee. Jesus 
saith unto him. Feed my sheep." — St. John xxi. 
15-17. 

Exposition, — Isaac Williams says: **Why is 
St. Peter alone here addressed? In the first 
place^ it has evidently a reference to his fall, 
and conveys his restitution : and the expression, 
Lovest thou me more than these seems to refer 
to St. Peter's having appeared to presume on 
the greatness of his love, when he said Though 
all should he offended because of Thee, yet will I 
never be offended. It seems therefore to say, 
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Do not presume to think you love me more than 
others^ for if you do so you will f all, but show 
your love by taking care of those sheep which I 
have purchased by my own Blood: by thus ex- 
ercising your love, the firmness you need will 
be given you. Again^ it appears to speak of con- 
solation : you would stand preeminent in loving 
me, and you wish for some other opportunities 
of doing so; I shall be no more in the hall of 
Caiaphas, but you will find me still in these 
little ones, Feed my lamhs. And this expression 
lamhs may have a more immediate reference to 
the words of St. Peter's assertion. Though all 
be offended, yet will not J^ as if to say, all, even 
the lowest that may be offended or weak, are to 
be the object of thine especial tenderness, as thy 
fall hath taught thee, and thy former assertion 
seemed to forget. And seeing this allusion to 
his former self-confidence, St. Peter does not 
now venture to say that he loves more than 
others, but speaks of himself only, and refers to 
Christ's knowledge of the heart to be assured of 
the sincerity of his love. Thus had his repent- 
ance already worked the fruits of love, when he 
compares not himself with others, nor even 
judges his own self, but leaves all judgment to 
the Lord. This comparison, therefore, implied 
in the words more than these, his Lord does not 
again repeat, but satisfied not only with the 
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greatness of his love, but of his humility and re- 
pentance also, He gives him the higher charge 
of feeding His sheep. But the threefold inquiry 
seems still to have some latent reference to St. 
Peter's threefold negation, and catching (or to 
himself supplying) this allusion, and full of 
penitence for what was past, Peter was grieved 
that He mid unto him the third time, Lovest 
thou mef acknowledging the justice of his 
Lord's gentle admonition. 

^^There may be another allusion and meaning 
in this peculiar selection of St. Peter ; our Lord 
had said that Satan had desired to have them 
that he might sift them as wheat, but I have 
prayed for thee, and when thou a/rt converted, 
strengthen thy brethren. It was therefore as a 
father leaving his children, might select the 
strongest, or the one best suited among them to 
sustain the others, so Peter, if himself convert- 
ed, and now firm in the love of Christ, is to feed 
and strengthen first His lambs and feeble ones, 
and then His sheep— to take the place, as it 
were, of the Chief Pastor, in supporting them. 

"Moreover this threefold repetition evidently 
indicates the more solemn and full confirmation 
of this Apostolic commission to feed Christ's 
sheep : and this pastoral charge connected with 
the successive questionings of love intimates in 
a very emphatic manner that no charge of 
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Christ's lambs and sheep can succeed but by love 
of Christ. By thrice saying, Lovest thou met 
He seems to say. In a pastor, the first, the sec- 
ond, the third requisite is love of Christ; and 
by putting it in the form of a question. He forc- 
ibly indicates that he who would be a shepherd 
of Christ's flock, must first of all ascertain by in- 
quiry, whether he has this foundation: ^Ifot 
once only,' says Augustine, T)ut a second time, 
and a third time, the Lord asks that which He 
well knew, whether Peter loved Him; and as 
many times hears from Peter nothing else but 
love; and as many times commends nothing 
else to Peter, but the feeding of His fiock/ 
Love of Christ, and the care of His beloved, this 
is all in all ; this is the first and great command- 
ment, and the second also^ love of Ood and love 
of man, combined and perfected. 'If thou 
lovest me,' says the last mentioned writer, 
'think not to feed thyself, but feed my sheep as 
mine, not as thine ; seek in them my glory, not 
thine own; my dominion, not thine; my gains, 
not thine own. The love of Christ in him that 
f eedeth His sheep ought to increase into so great 
spiritual ardour, that it should even overcome 
the natural fear of death.' " 

First Thought, — ^A very searching question is 
the Master's 'Tjovest thou me?" and we know 
that it is addressed to every one of us as well as 
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to St. Peter. It is easy to admit that we ought 
to love God ; there is every reason to constrain 
us to such love ; we were created by Him^ we are 
daily preserved by Him, we were redeemed by 
Him through the precious Blood of the cross, 
we are daily being sanctified by Him, if we be 
persevering in the way of the Christian life. 
Certainly we ought to love Him with all our 
heart, and mind, and soul, and strength. As a 
matter of fact, if we judge of our feelings by 
the standards of human love, we must admit 
that our love of God is a very inadequate thing 
indeed. 

Our minds should be ever dwelling upon 
Him; He should come into our thoughts when 
we awake at night instinctively, and when we 
stop to ask ourselves what we are thinking 
about in our quiet times we should always find 
it to be God. We should surely have also a 
great desire for prayer and holy worship, when- 
ever opportunity might be had. We should de- 
light to avail ourselves of the sacraments, to 
partake often at God's board, to seek the par- 
don of the precious Blood with a great thank- 
fulness that it may be had. We should always, 
if we truly loved Him, be deeply interested in 
the work of His kingdom, and its extension. We 
should be keen to resent every indignity or dis- 
respect shown Him, being zealous always to 
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champion His caune. We should be ever long- 
ing to depart this life and to be witii Him» not 
selfishly with the thought of resting from our 
labours in His service^ but for the joy el seeing 
His face. 

There is enough in such questioning to dis- 
courage us ; none of us loves QoA like that. But 
the truth is that when we would love Him after 
such a sort with our higher nature-^-*and it may 
be that we really do— our lower nature eve* 
drags us down and mocks our better self. We 
must first learn to subdue with relentless hand 
our baser self , our sensuality^ our covetousness, 
our pride, before we can set our truer self free 
to love God as it would. 

Second Thought — St. Peter knew in his 
heart that he loved his Lord very deeply, and it 
may be that some of us feel we care far more 
than our outward lives show. We are conscious 
that our baser self is ever standing out in our 
practice as if it were our real self, while we are 
sure that God Who knows all things under- 
stands the truth. And we are so confident of 
our heart-loyalty to Christ that we feel we do 
love more than many of our fellows. One says 
in his heart : How can this one or that act and 
speak as he does ; he cannot really love God and 
do so; I could not act and speak in that way. 
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Then perhaps one hears the Master asking, 
Lovest thou me more than these? Let us be 
very careful how we make reply to that. Let us 
examine ourselves by what we are well able to 
see in the lives of our fellow-believers. One can 
not but observe how much more of zeal for 
prayer and worship many of one's neighbours 
manifest than he does himself. One cannot but 
note how far many very unassuming Christians 
surpass himself in their self-denials and loving 
readiness to do for their fellows. The priest is 
often put to shame in the confessional by the 
compunction which his penitents manifest for 
sin, as he calls to mind his own half-hearted 
contrition. Truly our lives show badly in com- 
parison with those of many whom we know, in 
the matter of love for God. If we indeed love 
more than they it can only be because we have 
sinned more deeply than they. When we realize 
the enormity and the shamef ulness of our sins, 
then only shall we learn to love greatly, because 
we are conscious of the vastness of the forgiving 
mercy of God in putting away our sins. 

Third Thought. — ^To our Lord's ministers be- 
longs preeminently the duty of feeding and 
shepherding the flock, yet there are characteris- 
tics of this feeding and shepherding which 
ought to be found in lay-folk as well as in the 
clergy. 
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1. The feeding of the lambs. Christ's lambs 
are His little ones^ of which He speaks else- 
where. Every one who through any disability 
of mind or body, of position or circumstance, is 
unfitted to cope on equal terms with his fellows 
in the world, but needs special sympathy and 
help, is one of Christ's lambs. The Master says, 
it were better to be condemned to the most 
grievous of temporal penalties than to be found 
a stumbling block to one of His little ones. He 
bears the lambs in His arms, and carries them 
in His bosom. If any of us neglect the duty of 
feeding Christ's lambs, according to the oppor- 
tunity given him, he prepares for himself sore 
judgment. 

2. There is the shepherding — ^it is a diflferent 
word in the original from feeding— of the sheep. 
The shepherd must guide, correct, and reclaim 
the sheep, for they are ever prone to wander out 
of the way. Nothing is much harder for 
amiable natures than to correct and rebuke. Yet 
there is no more necessary part of Christian 
duty, for layman as well as priest. It is also 
true that the unamiable, who are ever quick to 
point out faults and to rebuke, are too apt to 
fail in their shepherding through not striving 
to do that which they ought in Christ-like 
fashion. 
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3. There is the feeding of the sheep; most 
men are easily led. We are all of ns in a very real 
way responsible for the effect produced by our 
words^ our manner of living among our fellows^ 
our devotion or indifference to Christ's cause. 



CLXXXIX. 

"Verily, verily, I tay unto thee, When thou 
wast young, thou girdedtt thyself, and walkedst 
whither thou wouldest: but when thou shalt be 
old, thou Shalt stretch forth thy hands, and an- 
other shall gird thee, and carry thee whither thou 
wouldest not. This spake He, signifying by what 
death he should glorify God."—- St John zzi. 18, 19. 

Exposition. — St. Augustine says : "First He 
told him what should be^ then how it should be. 
For not when crucified, but of course when 
about to be crucified, was he led whither he 
would not: for being crucified, he went, not 
whither he would not, but indeed whither he 
was fain to go. Because he would fain be loosed 
from the body, to be with Christ, but then, if 
that might be, he desired eternal life without 
the irksomeness of death : to which irksomeness 
he was led unwilling, but from it was led out 
willing : unwilling he came to it, but willing he 
overcame it ; and left behind him this affection 
of infirmity, by reason of which no man likes to 
die; an affection so natural, that not even old 
age had power to remove it from blessed Peter, 
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to whom it was said^ when thou art old thou 
shalt be led whither thou wouldest not. For our 
consolation even the Saviour took this affection 
also upon Himself^ sayiBg^ Father, if it he pos- 
sible, let this cup pass from me. Who yet, we 
know^ was come to die^ and had no necessity of 
deaths but the will to die^ by power about to lay 
down His lif e^ and by power to take it again. 
But however great the repugnance against 
deaths the strength of love ought to overcome 
it; that love, wherewith we love Him Who, 
while He is our life, was willing even to endure 
death for us. For was there nothing, or little, 
of irksomeness in death, the glory of the 
martyrs would not be so great as it is.^' 

Isaac Williams comments as follows: ''Our 
Lord was speaking of feeding His sheep in a 
few simple words, but in a manner so touching 
and searching in their meaning, that they could 
not but affect the loving disciple most deeply: 
and his Lord well knew the secret current of his 
thoughts, and how he indeed longed, as he had 
too confidently expressed in his weakness, to 
show his love for Him in death, as well as in his 
life; and in answer to these affectionate 
thoughts of his heart, which had been well-nigh 
overwhelmed with grief, his Lord proceeds: 
Verily, verily, I say unto thee, when thou wast 
younger, thou didst gird thyself, and walk about 
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wherever thou wauJdest; hut when thou shdlt 
have grown old, thou shdlt stretch forth thine 
hands, and another shall gird thee, and shall 
bear thee whither thou wouldest not. As if He 
had said, Peter, be not grieved overmuch at thy 
denials of me, which my questionings bring to 
thy mind: thou hast with strong asseverations, 
declared that thou art willing to go with me unto 
prison, and unto death ; and thy words shall be 
fulfilled according to thy wish, yea, far more 
than thy thoughts; thou also, as thou hast de- 
sired, shalt be in bonds ; thou shalt be extended 
upon the cross for my sake; and stretch forth 
thy hands in violent death, as thou hast seen me 
to do for thee : the weakness of thy threefold de- 
nial shall be perfected in strength, by the great- 
ness of thy love, in feeding my bereaved flock : 
so that not only thy death, but thy life also, shall 
be mine. Here, upon this shore, thou hast been 
as a youth of old, and full of that fervent energy 
which ever girded thee to every action, as just 
now, in hastening unto me on the shore ; but in 
thy helplessness hereafter, and when thy 
strength is gone, and thou art in the hands of 
others, there shall be that which shall redound 
more to my glory, than all thy zeal in the 
earnestness and activity of thy youth, when thou 
hast been so forward and desirous to die. Thy 
fervency and forwardness I accept as signs of 
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thy loye^ but these avail not for me^ as thou hast 
seen : when these shall be no more, and thou art 
old, and unable to contend against others, but 
they shaU bind thee, then shall be thy glory, and 
mine in thee. They shall bear thee whither 
thou wouldest not, and shall forcibly carry thee 
to that suffering, from which the natural man 
must shrink; and thus, as thy death shall be for 
my sake, so shall it be like mine; and thou shalt 
glorify (Jod by that thy death, even as I have 
done by mine/* 

Hengstenberg says : '^In the words thou shalt 
stretch forth thine hands, we cannot doubt that 
his crucifixion is meant, for the Crucified is 
speaking to Peter, whose feelings had been in- 
effaceably impressed by the outstretched hands 
which he had so lately seen/* 

And the Bible Commentary: "The cruci- 
fixion of St. Peter at Bome is attested by Ter- 
tuUian, and later writers. Origen further states 
that he was crucified with his head downwards 
at his own request.'* 

First Thought. — ^When he was young St. 
Peter girded himself, that is, purposed and pre- 
pared himself for great deeds, and he walked 
whither he would, even attempting to go to his 
Master upon the sea. Our Lord delights in the 
enthusiasm and the daring of the ardent dis- 



ST. JOHN'S GOSPEL 175 

dple^ and the f re&hly-conYerted one, and often 
assigns great tasks to such loving souls. To 
those who look on, this seems almost the one 
thing needful in the Master^s cause; if the 
Church but have zeal, if her children but ven- 
ture all with unsparing enthusiasm, what may 
they not accomplish? 

But there is danger, and our Lord in His own 
gentle way reminds us of this: danger first of 
self-suflBciency, reliance only upon one^s own 
powers and earnestness. 'Thou girdedst thy- 
self,'' the Master says. The true disciple must 
be girt about with the divine grace, depending 
upon supernatural strength, not upon his own 
powers. And he must be prepared for whatso- 
ever he may meet by faith. St. Peter was too 
sure of himself, therefore he began to sink, so 
soon as he saw the waves rolling high about him. 
Again his self-confidence made him very ve- 
hemently insist that he could not deny his 
Master in any wise, though it cost him his life. 
This self-sufficiency leads also to presumption. 
He took his Master and began to rebuke Him, 
for speaking about His passion; so far did his 
self-confidence carry him. 

It is not a good thing for the servants of 
Christ to feel that they may walk whithersoever 
they will. Many a faithful believer has made 
shipwreck thus, refusing to submit himself to 
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authority. We never reach the point in spirit- 
ual proficiency, while we are in this life, at 
which we can dispense with regular and syste- 
matic use of the means of grace, supplied to us 
through the sacraments. We never mount so 
high in our following of the Master, as to be 
able to act independently of the Church, and in 
disregard of her authority. It is well indeed to 
have great enthusiasm in Christ^s cause, but al- 
ways tempered by complete distrust of one^s own 
powers, ceaseless dependence upon grace, and 
the most dutiful submission to authority. 

Second Thought. — ^In His own all-wise way 
our Lord was pleased to lead St. Peter to the 
very thing his heart mqst deeply desired, yet by 
a way the Apostle would not himself have 
chosen — ^not from lack of love, but from lack of 
wisdom. He had longed above all things to fol- 
low his Lord — ^now it is promised him : ^TVhen 
thou shalt be old, another shall gird thee and 
carry thee whither thou wouldest not.** That is, 
he should be girded with the bands of death, for 
execution, and should be carried to the cross. 

There is nothing harder for our human 
nature to learn than that by passion, that is, by 
endurance of suffering, rather than by action, 
we accomplish the greatest things for Christ's 
cause. It ought not to be hard to learn that. 
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for it is manif eisit enough that the erowning tri- 
mnph of onr Lord's life was His death : not His 
mighty miracles^ but His sufferings saved the 
world. 

Very often He causes the vocations of His ser- 
vants in advancing years to develope after this 
sort. Little by little the powers fall^ and one is 
reduced to helplessness^ and dependence upon 
others. He mourns because he has outlived his 
usefulness^ so he says. He wishes it might have 
been QoA's good pleasure to take him before he 
was quite helpless and wholly dependent. Yet 
just because it is like the lot assigned St. Peter^ 
'^anotiier shall gird thee^ and carry thee whither 
thou wouldest not/' it has in it the perfection of 
fruit-bearing in the Master's cause. That the 
natural man shrinks from helplessness and de- 
pendence^ the cross of long-continued suffering 
in old age^ is no sin; if one accept that cross 
loyally^ after the example of the Master Him- 
self in Oethsemane^ Who prayed that the cup of 
His passion might pass from Him^ were it pos- 
sible; nevertheless He drank it to the dregs. 
Let us never in heart refuse our vocations^ no 
matter how greatly the natural man may shrink 
from the suffering involved in them. 

Third Thought — ^Doubt is wont to arise in 
the mind of the disciple as to the acceptability 
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of the sacrifice in the divine eyee^ if another do 
the girding^ and carry one whither he would not 
be carried. Therefore very lovingly the Master 
foretells also of St. Peter, "Thou shalt stretch 
forth thine hands.'' Though he be helpless in 
the hands of his foes, yet he shall show his 
acquiescence in their purpose, his readiness of 
mind to suffer, by voluntarily stretching forth 
his hands for the binding, aye for the nailing to 
the crosif. Is such a feeble acquiescence at the 
very last, as it were, indeed of value on high? 
It must depend of course upon how far the full 
oblation of the heart lies behind it ; Gk>d reads 
the heart, and He knew perfectly how unre- 
servedly St. Peter would accept his martyrdom 
at the last, despite his first shrinking from it, 
and endeavour to escape it. 

By stretching forth one's hands, that is, by 
accepting in the heart the involuntary suffering, 
perhaps the long-protracted pain-bearing of 
one's last years, one identifies himself, through 
our gracious Lord's condescension, with the 
Master, as he could in no other way. Only by 
thus giving up one's life in suffering does one 
follow Him to the very end. And only in this 
way, also, can one have direct part in the work 
of salvation. It pleases the Master to give those 
who suffer with Him actual share in the merit of 
His suffering, so that the poor helpless and de- 
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pendent one only by stretching out his hands in 
willing participation in the Master's passion^ is 
in very truth helping to save the world. 



cxc. 

"And when He had spoken this, He taith unto 
him. Follow me. Then Peter, turning about, seeth 
the ditciple whom Jesus loved following; which 
also leaned on His breast at supper, and said, 
Lord, which is he that betrayeth Thee? Peter 
seeing him, saith to Jesus, Lord, and what shall 
this man do? Jesus saith unto him, if i will that 
he tarry till I come, what is that to thee? follow 
thou me."— St John xxi. 19-22. 

Exposition. — ^Isaac Williams says: "Now 
was He departing^ and sayings Follow me, with 
a new power in His words^ as intimating that 
Peter should preeminently follow Him, and 
with a peeuliar and very sweet allusion^ to other 
words which St. Peter had made use of; for 
when onr Lord had once said^ Whither I go thou 
canst not follow me now; but thou shdlt follow 
me afterwards, Peter said nnto Him^ Lord, why 
cannot I follow Thee now? I will lay down my 
life for Thy sake. With reference to which our 
Lord's words seem to mean: Now therefore^ to 
crown all, Peter, thou wert eager to know why 
thou couldest not follow me in the way that I 
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go^ and die for me. Thou shalt indeed do 80, 
with far other mind and other strength than that 
in which these words were so lately uttered by 
thee; thou shalt follow me also here below, in 
being the chief of my shepherds left on earth to 
feed my flock ; thou shalt follow me by living in 
humility and patience; and lastly, thou shalt 
also indeed follow me in the way I go, into that 
place which I go to prepare for thee on the 
shores of the everlasting morning; and as thou 
hast girded thyself now to come to me, so 
through the troublesome waves of this world 
shalt thou come to the haven of rest, dying for 
me as I have done for thee. 

^^As on another occasion, when asked respect- 
ing those which should be saved. He turned the 
inquirer from such questions concerning others 
to himself, but at the same time did supply him 
with a gracious answer to his inquiry; so now 
also the answer is conveyed, though the inquiry 
is apparently declined. Not only anxious in- 
quiries for our friends respecting their future 
prospects, but human friendships are also to be 
now relinquished, when called on to Apostleship, 
and pastoral charge, and to following Christ: 
leave such thoughts now behind thee, one thing 
only hast thou to do, to follow me. Further, 
one cannot but inquire, why following Christ is 
thus repeatedly and singularly set before St. 
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Feter^ rather than the other Apostles; and^ we 
may add here^ why, as it were, in distinction, 
waiting for Christ's coming should be spoken of 
St. John. St. Augustine suggests a mysterious 
fulfilment in this, that St. Peter represents the 
active life, which follows Christ in suffering and 
death; while St. John is the type of the contem- 
plative life, which continues until Christ comes, 
when it is perfected in knowledge. In another 
place, he says, ^St. Peter followed Christ in be- 
ing crucified : St. John in dying without such 
wounds and torments, was laid asleep waiting 
for Him.^ And again, ^St. Peter and others 
write of Christ's humanity; St. John of His di- 
vinity; speaking of the Word Who was in the 
beginning, he passes above the clouds, above the 
stars, above angels, above every creature, and 
arrives at the Word by Whom all things were 
made. And who is there that can think worth- 
ily of these things? Well, therefore, need he 
to wait till Christ comes.' St. Peter acts and 
suffers, because he follows Christ crucified; St. 
John loves, and suffers not, because he follows 
Christ risen. But these must never be separat- 
ed, love cannot be without suffering; these two 
disciples cannot be parted asunder ; nor can the 
active life be without the contemplative; both 
are needful, both must exist together; contem- 
plation without action melts into air, action 
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without contemplation sinks to earth. St. Peter 
has the pastoral crook to guide the sheep^ St. 
John the fountain of living waters where they 
drink; St. Peter hath the keys, St. John lies on 
his Master's bosom ; St. Peter has the Spouse of 
Christ committed to his charge, St. John our 
Lord's Virgin Mother. His Lord loved John 
most of all; but Peter, says St. Augustine, most 
loved his Lord. His Lord loved St. John with 
a singular love, 'as it has been supposed,' says 
St. Augustine, 'on account of that disciple's 
very great chastity from a child, and virginal 
life,' which life he represents in the Church. 
However this may be, well we know that he was 
the beloved disciple of Him Whose name is 
Love. Over St. John and this divine love there 
appears to be thrown a mysterious veil; he is 
hidden with Christ in God, in the secret cloud 
where God is, lost in his love of Him ; and this 
veil is not at all removed but still sustained in 
this our Lord's mysterious answer." 

St. Chrysostom says : "Since he spake from 
strong affection, and wishing not to be torn 
away from St. John, Christ, to show that how- 
ever much he might love, he could not go be- 
yond His love, saith, // / will that he tarry — 
what is that to theef By these words teaching 
us not to be impatient, nor curious beyond what 
seemeth good to Him." 
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First Thought— This word, "Follow me'' 
rings as a refrain throughout our Lord's teach- 
ing; it embodies^ indeed^ the very essence of 
that teaching. St. Peter needed it especially for 
he was by nature very independent^ self-reliant^ 
and full of confidence in himself. But now he 
had learned his lesson; he was content simply 
to follow his Master, though he knew that that 
meant daily toil, daily self-denial, daily dis- 
appointment, daily battle with temptation, fre- 
quent persecution, martyrdom at the last. 

The Master's word for us also is "Follow me," 
whether we be self-reliant and impetuous by 
nature, or dependent and slow to act : it is the 
common vocation of all His faithful ones. 

1. As we meditate upon the life of the Mas- 
ter, which we are called to imitate, we may be 
appalled at the hardness of it, the impossibility 
to human nature of many things involved in it, 
but there is no room for self-deception. We ca:n 
not pretend that we thought He might be fol- 
lowed without the bearing of a very grievous 
cross, without complete separation from the 
world, without any very strict rule of self-denial. 

2. It is not all hardness, however. There 
may be developed within our souls a great en- 
thusiasm for our calling as we follow Him. We 
are day by day treading in His very footsteps. 
At innumerable points along the way we find 



ST. JOHN'S GOSPEL 185 

amazing treasures of help and encouragement, 
which He has left for us; our life-journey is 
full of fragrant memories of Him, and the ex- 
periences through which He passed, the very 
experiences that now are ours. 

3. When the issues arise, hard problems con- 
front one, and the path of duty seems hopelessly 
obscured, we have but to ask, What did the 
Master when the same circumstances confront- 
ed Him; what would He do were He in our 
place to-day? It is never hard to answer that 
question, and in it the solution of all our diffi- 
culties is to be found. It is amazing how few 
puzzles life contains for those who are simply 
concerned to follow Christ. It is amazing, too, 
how great peace of mind is found along that 
hard road. 

Second Thought. — ^The following of our Lord 
does not preclude interest in the spiritual wel- 
fare of our fellows. St. John was very dear to 
St. Peter, and he wanted him to have share in 
his own vocation. We often feel as if it were 
necessary to speak a word to our Lord concern- 
ing those very dear to us ; we must be heedful 
not to do so as though we had not perfect faith 
in Him — as if we thought He needed to be re- 
minded by us because He was in danger of for- 
getting this one or that. 
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We should feel the livelieBt interest in the sal- 
vation of those about ns, doing whatever we can 
to further their souFs welfare, and always pray- 
ing for them; but without concern because of 
their circumstances, save in so far as they are 
sinful. Qoi orders the circumstances of every- 
one's life, and He has many vocations in which 
His servants are called to do His will. St. 
John's vocation was fashioned on very different 
lines from that of St. Peter, though it was not 
less a true following of our Lord. When we 
distress ourselves about the way in which those 
we love are called of Gk>d to live, as if they could 
not do their best so, or as if their souls were 
imperilled by their surroundings, we display 
lack of faith, ^^hat is that to thee? follow 
thou me." We may indeed do whatever lies in 
our power to improve the temporal estate of our 
neighbours from this world's point of view, so 
long as we do not thereby put obstacles in the 
way of their true spiritual life. We are to be 
very earnest indeed to further their salvation, 
but we are not to question God's wisdom and 
goodness because He would have them attain 
that salvation along lines which do not seem to 
us the most favourable for it. 

Third Thought, — ^To St. John it was granted 
to tarry on, after all his fellow-Apostles had 
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been taken, until the Lord came. Perhaps we 
are to understand by that, until it was made evi- 
dent to the aged watcher that the Master was 
really sitting upon His throne overruling the 
affairs of the world in such wise that His 
Church should go on accomplishing her work 
according to His will for her. St. John lived 
to see the destruction of Jerusalem, and the 
escape of the Christian Church from it. He 
lived to see all the might of imperial Bome put 
forth to crush out the faith through persecution, 
but in vain. He saw the Church emerge from 
her fiery trial purified and strengthened by the 
ordeal through which she had passed, and a 
great company of martyrs ascending to heaven. 
Thus for him the Lord came, and the aged 
Apostle beheld the fruit of his labours. 

To some it is given never to experience, while 
in this world, any return of the love and toil 
they devote ceaselessly to the Master^s cause. 
They strive faithfidly, but seem to accomplish 
nought. At last they are called away, not hav- 
ing seen Christ come. It matters not ; like St. 
Peter they followed, and that is the one thing 
needful. 

To others it is given to perceive the results of 
their work for Christ, or some of it; to have 
plainly led many souls to Him, to have 
strengthened and furthered the work of His 
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Church in the world in very glorious ways. 
They have part with St. John, in being per- 
mitted to tarry till the coming of the Master. 
Yet one vocation is not more blessed than 
another; all vocations but come to this, *Tol- 
low me" and if we follow we shall not fail at 
last to come to Him. 
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